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These organisations make up the Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership.
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Introduction

“We should preserve every scrap of biodiversity as priceless 
while we learn to use it and come to understand what it 
means to humanity.”

- E. O. Wilson

BACKGROUND

The Edinburgh Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) was launched in March 2000 as an 
initiative to conserve and enhance Edinburgh’s natural heritage.  The plan was prepared 
by a partnership of many organisations actively engaged in nature conservation. It put 
forward an ambitious programme of actions to conserve and enhance natural habitats 
within the city, and to address the decline in biodiversity, with a focus on priority species 
that have suffered a sustained decrease in population, loss of habitat, or persecution.

The second phase of the Edinburgh LBAP was 
launched in November 2004 and covered the period 
2004 – 2009.  This second phase was developed in 
accordance with the Nature Conservation (Scotland) 
Act 2004 and the Scottish Executive Biodiversity 
Strategy: “Scotland’s Biodiversity – It’s In Your Hands”, 
launched in May 2004.

Now, ten years after the initial launch, this document 
describes the aims and actions for the third phase of 
the Edinburgh LBAP covering the period 2010 – 2015.  
Its core objectives remain to protect and enhance 
priority habitats and species in Edinburgh, and to 
raise awareness of biodiversity to local communities 
via education, engagement and promotion of access to 
natural and semi-natural spaces.
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There are two key elements to 
the Edinburgh LBAP process; 
partnership working and 
community involvement.  
Community involvement, which 
was already high, has increased 
during the second phase of the 
LBAP, particularly thanks to the 
rise in the number of ‘Friends’ 
groups set up across the city.  Of 
the 22 projects supported over the 
2008/09 financial year, 14 were 
completely or mainly carried out 
by community volunteers, and 
5 of the remaining projects were 
related to educational information 
for communities.  Five of the 12 
Species Action Plans are almost 
completely delivered by volunteers supported by 
relevant partners – great crested newts, badgers, bats, 
swifts and juniper. The remainder all involve some 
element of community involvement through volunteer 
surveys or habitat work.

Partnership working is also central to the Edinburgh 
LBAP.  We are fortunate to have a strong partnership 
and range of expertise and support available to guide 
the LBAP process (see Appendix 4.2 for a list of 
members).

Implementation of the Edinburgh LBAP through the 
first and second phases has progressed well.  Actions 
for habitats and species, awareness raising and public 
engagement have been delivered.  Experience gained 
during the first two phases has been used to help 
formulate actions for the six habitat groupings in the 
new LBAP, and to focus action on a smaller range of 
species with special requirements (e.g. swifts, bees, 
juniper).  

Nevertheless biodiversity continues to be lost at all 

Volunteers on the Water of Leith

scales (local, national, and global) and it seems likely 
that the international 2010 Biodiversity Target as 
defined in the Convention on Biological Diversity will 
not be met.  Much work remains to be done to slow the 
loss of biodiversity and the Edinburgh LBAP process 
will continue to link local action to this global cause.

A major achievement of the LBAP process is that 
some activities which were previously considered 
marginal have become mainstreamed within the work 
programmes of many organisations.  For example, the 
provision of biodiversity-related interpretation is now a 
core function of many Ranger services.  Mainstreamed 
activities are listed in each section of this action plan 
under the title ’Ongoing actions and policies’.

Priority actions which have funding or resources in 
place, and organisations committed to delivering 
them are listed as ‘Funded actions’.  These actions will 
be reported upon online via the Biodiversity Action 
Reporting System, a country-wide tool for reporting 
progress and analysing trends.  See www.ukbap-
reporting.org.uk for further information.
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At the time of writing the UK economy is in recession and as a 
consequence the availability of funding for biodiversity conservation 
activities is more limited than ever.  To reflect this, many of the action 
plans in this document contain a section titled ‘Unfunded Projects’.  These 
projects are essential for furthering biodiversity conservation and their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available. 

THE	CONTExT	FOR	ACTION

The Edinburgh LBAP is a local response to legislation at international and 
national levels.  The primary items of legislation and strategies related to 
the LBAP are described below:

International 

The 1979 EC Birds Directive provides a framework for the conservation 
and management of wild birds in Europe.  One measure is to identify 
Special Protection Areas (SPA) which are sites important for rare or 
vulnerable bird species.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was adopted at the 
United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and subsequently 
ratified by the UK government in 1994.  Signatories to the Convention are 
required to devise national strategies for the conservation, protection and 
enhancement of biological diversity.  The iconic phrase “think global, act 
local” was coined at this conference.

The EC Habitats Directive was adopted by the European Community 
in 1992 and requires member states to introduce a range of measures 
including the protection of species listed in the annexes; surveillance of 
habitats and species; and production of a report every six years on the 
implementation of the directive.  Priority habitats and species are to be 
protected via a network of ‘European sites’ also known as Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC), which in combination with Special Protected Areas 
(SPA) form the ’Natura 2000’ network.  Importantly the Habitats Directive 
introduced the precautionary principle to the management of protected 
sites, i.e. projects can only be permitted if they are deemed to have no 
adverse effects on site integrity.

National

The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 enabled provision of various 
measures for the protection of wild animals, birds, and plants.  It also 
enabled the national agencies (i.e. Scottish Natural Heritage in Scotland) to 
designate Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) where noteworthy flora, 
fauna, or geological or geomorphological features are present.  The Act also 
set out measures for the protection and management of SSSIs.

The EC Habitats Directive was transposed into UK law as the 
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, which requires 
the designation and protection of ‘European sites’, the protection of 
‘European Protected Species’, and the implementation of planning and 
other controls for the protection of European Sites.  The regulations also 
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require all competent authorities to have a regard to the EC Habitats 
Directive in the exercise of their functions.  

In 1994 the UK Government published “Biodiversity: The UK Action 
Plan” as its response to the CBD, which outlines current understanding of 
the UK’s biological resources, describes a plan for the protection of these 
resources and sets out a list of priority habitats and species.

The Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 required local authorities to 
demonstrate a contribution to sustainable development.  Biodiversity is one 
indicator of sustainable development.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 placed a duty on Scottish 
public bodies to further the conservation of biodiversity in the exercise of 
their functions.  It also provides for: enhanced protection and management 
of SSSIs; enhanced protection of threatened species; and restrictions on the 
sale of certain non-native species.

This Act also required the creation of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy 
which outlines a vision for Scotland:

“It’s 2030: Scotland is recognised as a world leader in biodiversity conservation.  Everyone 
is involved; everyone benefits.  The nation is enriched.”

This was accompanied by the publication of the Scottish Biodiversity 
List, a list of habitats and species considered by the Scottish Ministers to 
be of principal importance for biodiversity conservation.  A list of notable 
species for Edinburgh has been produced (see www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
biodiversity), which includes any Scottish Biodiversity List species which 
have been recorded in Edinburgh.

At the time of writing the Scottish Government is undertaking a 
consultation process on a proposed Wildlife and Natural Environment 
Bill and has introduced the Marine (Scotland) Bill.  Once these Bills 
have been enacted they will add to the constantly evolving framework for 
conservation of biodiversity in Scotland.

Local

The Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership (EBP) was formed in 1997 to 
bring together a working group of organisations drawn from public bodies, 
the commercial and voluntary sectors, research, education and amenity 
groups.  The Partnership, in turn, created the Edinburgh LBAP which sets 
out conservation actions and objectives for the Edinburgh area, tying local 
action to global concerns.

The EBP is led by a Steering Group which has continued to meet several 
times each year since 1997 and which directs the implementation of the 
LBAP.  A number of sub-groups focus on specific areas of work.  For 
example, the Raising Awareness Group meets twice per year to plan 
activities aimed at increasing public engagement and awareness of 
biodiversity and the LBAP.  Finally, each of the six Habitat Action Plans is 
directed by a Habitat Group which meets several times each year to report 
on activities and push forward its agenda.
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CLIMATE	CHANGE

Climate change modelling predicts a very significant effect on our natural 
environment during the course of this century.  The effect on weather 
patterns is predicted to include: temperature increases, drier summers and 
milder, wetter winters and an increase in overall precipitation and number 
of extreme storm events.  The impact of this upon biodiversity is mixed, 
but is mainly expected to be negative and in some cases is likely to make 
species locally extinct or cause significant population declines.  

Expected impacts of climate change upon biodiversity include:

• Species with limited population distribution, either geographically or 
by altitude, are likely to be at risk of having the space available to them 
further restricted by changes in weather patterns.  Some of these species 
may become locally extinct.

• Species with limited dispersal abilities, for example some plant 
and lower plant species, or animals which are isolated by habitat 
fragmentation, will be unable to easily colonise more suitable areas if 
habitat become unsuitable.

• Species with robust dispersal abilities will rapidly expand their range 
and colonise new areas.  If such species are invasive non-native species 
then this may pose threat to native species, and even to the integrity of 
some habitats and ecosystems.

• As species react to climate change at differing rates, so events which 
were once strongly synchronised will drift apart.  For example the 
hatching of many bird species is timed to coincide with the appearance 
of an abundance of prey invertebrates; if these events become detached 
in time then this is likely to result in food shortages for some young 
birds.

Flood control works affects the water levels at local 
reservoirs such as Bavelaw
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• Sea level rises will place additional pressure on coastal habitats, many 
of which are already squeezed between development or man-made 
defences and the sea.  These habitats may disappear unless managed 
retreats allow them to expand inland.

• Freshwater habitats will experience changes as summer droughts result 
in low flows in rivers, whereas winter rains may increase the occurrence 
of flooding.

Mitigating and adapting to these changes will be difficult.  This action plan, 
alongside many related strategies, hopes to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change through policies such as the reversal of habitat fragmentation and 
creation of new, high quality habitat networks which will enable species to 
disperse at their own rates.

WHAT’S	CHANGED	SINCE	THE	PREVIOUS	EDINBURGH	LBAP?

This phase of the LBAP continues the trend towards an action plan which 
is streamlined and focussed.  The main body of work continues to be aimed 
at habitat maintenance, restoration and enhancement as detailed in each 
Habitat Action Plan (HAP).  The LBAP contains actions for priority species 
which are generally contained within the relevant HAP.  Priority species 
which require actions outwith habitat work have a separate Species Action 
Plan (SAP).  

The LBAP is intended for use by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations and practitioners, and where possible the priority actions are 
SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-based).

This document spans a 5-year period and we recognise that new 
priorities and projects may arise within this time.  For the most up-to-
date information and news on the Edinburgh LBAP please refer to the 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership website: www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
biodiversity 

New topics

The Edinburgh LBAP includes new sections on the Scottish Biodiversity 
Duty, climate change, invasive non-native species, and geodiversity.  
The LBAP also reflects contemporary schools of thought such as the 
importance of healthy habitat networks for woodlands, grassland, pond 
and riparian habitats.

Habitat ‘corridors’ which connect different sites 
help to mitigate climate change effects
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Changes to Habitat Action Plans

The HAPs have been restructured to match, as far as possible, the working 
groups of Scottish Biodiversity Forum’s (SBF).  This structure adopts 
an ecosystem approach to classifying habitats and will streamline the 
reporting process.

Edinburgh LBAP 2004-2009 Edinburgh LBAP 2010-2015 SBF Working Groups

Coastal and Marine Marine & Coastal Marine & Coastal Ecosystems

Farmland Farmland Lowland & Farmland 
Ecosystems (including Urban 
ecosystems)

Rock Faces Lowland & Urban

Semi-natural Grassland

Urban Habitats

Uplands Upland Upland Ecosystems

Wetlands & Watercourses Freshwater & Wetland Freshwater & Wetland 
Ecosystems

Woodland Woodland Woodland Ecosystems 

Changes to Species Action Plans

Some changes to the roster of SAPs have been made in this phase of the LBAP:

• Water vole – there are no recent records of water vole presence in 
Edinburgh, so actions for their benefit are now focussed on getting the 
habitat right and can be found in the Freshwater & Wetland HAP.  New 
records will continue to be investigated.

• Terns – Imperial Dock Lock, Leith was designated as a Special 
Protection Area in 2004 to safeguard the internationally important 
tern colony.  Any remaining actions for terns can now be found in the 
Marine & Coastal HAP.

• Bees – This is a new action plan which encompasses solitary and social 
bees, including honeybees and bumblebees.

• Adder’s-tongue fern – survey work carried out during the previous 2 
phases of the LBAP has established that the population of this species 
at Holyrood Park is sizable and stable, and that habitat maintenance 
should ensure its survival.  Any remaining actions for adder’s-tongue 
fern are found in the Lowland & Urban HAP.

• Waxcap fungi – no recent sightings of key waxcap species have been 
recorded in the area.  Survey work continues as an action within the 
Lowland & Urban HAP.

In addition to the above changes, recent improvements in the information 
available (see below) for a wide range of species means that further work 
is now required to analyse the list of notable species for Edinburgh and 
identify those species which require additional targeted action and future 
inclusion in the LBAP.  This new notable species list is significantly longer 
than the original 97 priority species which were selected based on the 
information available at the time of the first LBAP.  The analysis required 
will be taken forward with partners following the publication of LBAP 
2010-2015 and is likely to be the subject of future reports.  See www.
edinburgh.gov.uk/biodiversity for the full notable species list.
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Better information

Since the second phase of the Edinburgh LBAP was published there have 
been a number of significant advances in the availability and interpretation 
of biodiversity data.

The National Biodiversity Network acts as an online ‘data warehouse’ 
for biodiversity data, making datasets from a wide range of organisations 
available through a simple to use internet-based gateway. See www.nbn.
org.uk for further information.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan 2007 (UKBAP) list of Priority Habitats 
and Species details the priorities for conservation action in the UK 
based on the recommendations of more than 500 experts and 2 years of 
consultations.  See: www.ukbap.org.uk 

The Scottish Biodiversity List describes habitats and species of principal 
importance for the conservation of biodiversity within Scotland.  See: 
www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk 

The Wildlife Information Centre for the Lothians and Borders continues 
to hold biological records for the region and act as the focal point for 
biological recording.  See: www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk 

THE	SCOTTISH	BIODIVERSITY	DUTY

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 placed a duty upon all public 
bodies and office-holders to: 

“further the conservation of biodiversity so far as is 
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions.”

Additionally, in complying with this duty a public body or office-holder 
must have regard to the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity. 

As a public body, the City of Edinburgh Council is committed to the LBAP 
process and the creation of this new phase of the Edinburgh LBAP is a key 
action in the Edinburgh Partnership Single Outcome Agreement 2009-12.

A significant challenge for this phase of the LBAP will be promoting 
the conservation of biodiversity to departments within public bodies 
which have not historically considered this to be part of their remit.  The 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership will also seek ways to develop links 
within and between other public sector bodies to further their compliance 
with the Scottish Biodiversity Duty.  

Details of the Scottish Biodiversity Duty Action Plan can be found on page 73
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THE	EDINBURGH	ENVIRONMENT

The natural habitats of Edinburgh owe much to its geology, with its many 
hills and steep rock faces, its low lying alluvial plains and raised beaches 
and its 15 miles of coastline.  The city is rich in rivers, burns, lochs, 
woodlands, farmland, grasslands and rock faces.  Semi-natural habitats 
account for one-third of the total City of Edinburgh Council area (Phase 1 
Habitat Survey, 2001/02).

Holyrood Park is a great symbol of natural space for wildlife and people 
at the heart of the city.  Other large semi-natural open spaces include 
Corstorphine Hill LNR, Easter and Wester Craiglockhart Hills, Hermitage 
of Braid and Blackford Hill LNR and Braid Hills.  Important corridors 
for wildlife through the urban area are provided by cyclepath networks, 
railways, rivers and burns. The Water of Leith is a good example of a 
wildlife corridor, as it flows right through the city from the Pentlands to the 
sea at Leith.  Stretches of its length are steep and wooded, and as it passes 
through open spaces it serves as a 
link for wildlife dispersal. Wildlife 
corridors also link rural habitats 
with the built environment and 
enable animals to penetrate into 
the city.  The geology and historic 
layout of the city have resulted 
in a network of green corridors 
linking natural and man-made 
green spaces.  These areas including 
public parks, golf courses, 
churchyards and cemeteries, and 
gardens provide an immense 
potential resource for wildlife and 
for people to experience direct day-
to-day contact with nature. 

Woodlands in Edinburgh have significantly increased over the last 
decade with 100 hectares of new native woodland created as part of the 
millennium Urban Forestry Project.  There are also important older areas 
of woodland such as Corstorphine and Craiglockhart Hills.  In addition 
those listed on the Ancient Woodland Inventory include woodlands at 
Hermitage of Braid LNR and Dalmahoy.  Most of the remaining Ancient 
Woodland Inventory areas are in the rural west of Edinburgh.  The 
designed parklands of estates, for example Dalmeny and Cammo, provide 
a valuable resource for long-established woodland.  These woodlands are 
often home to an especially rich biodiversity due to their longevity.

Where agriculture predominates, as it does in around 50 per cent of 
the land within the City of Edinburgh Council’s area, a range of habitats 
occur from exposed moorland grazing in the Pentland Hills to low-lying, 
intensively managed, cultivated crops.  However farms also have hedgerows, 
field boundary trees, field margins, woodland shelter belts, riparian (river 
bank) habitats, ponds and ditches as well as old farm buildings all of which 
provide valuable, often relatively undisturbed, wildlife habitats. 

Views across Edinburgh from Bonaly Country Park
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The Edinburgh coastline also provides opportunities for people to see 
wildlife and enjoy open space along the accessible stretches of Edinburgh’s 
waterfront.  It extends for 26km from South Queensferry to Joppa, and is 
an extremely important habitat in the City and Firth of Forth.  The Firth of 
Forth is a protected area, designated as a Ramsar site, a Special Protection 
Area and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, primarily in recognition of the 
internationally important bird assemblages found there. 

In a Lothian context, the Edinburgh area supports rare or extensive 
examples of several habitat types – scrub, acid grassland, neutral grassland, 
calcareous grassland, heather moorland, raised bog, swamp, inter-tidal 
mud/sand and inland cliffs.  The most important sites are protected by 
international, national and local designations including Special Protection 
Area (SPA), Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR) and Local Nature Conservation Site (LNCS).  The Local Nature 
Conservation Site designation includes both Local Biodiversity Sites and 
Local Geodiversity Sites.  Further details of designated sites are included 
in the Lowland & Urban and other habitat plans, and in section 1.7 on 
geodiversity.

Edinburgh not only benefits from a rich environment, but also from a 
potential resource of people enthusiastic about identifying, recording 
and understanding the natural world.  Thanks to these mainly amateur 
naturalists, there is a wealth of knowledge about the species we have, and 
which sites are important.  While there are still gaps in our knowledge, 
for example invertebrates are generally poorly recorded, the records we 
do have, as held by The Wildlife Information Centre, help this LBAP 
in identifying the species, habitats and sites which are priorities for 
conservation.

GEODIVERSITY

Biodiversity is fundamentally linked to underlying geological features.  The 
term ‘geodiversity’, or geological diversity, encompasses rocks, minerals, 
soils, sediments, landforms and processes; all of which are the foundation 
for habitats, niches, and ultimately biodiversity.

Conservation of geodiversity is recognised as important for its own 
sake, as a way of retaining our common heritage, and to help conserve 
the biodiversity upon which it depends.  At a national level SSSIs can 
be designated for geological features of interest and at the local level 
Edinburgh has a system of designated sites called Local Geodiversity 
Sites (LGS).  These local sites were previously referred to as Regionally 
Important Geological / Geomorphological Sites (RIGS).  

For example Holyrood Park is sited on and around the Arthur’s Seat 
volcano and is composed of a range of different bedrocks and sedimentary 
rocks.  As a result acid, neutral and calcareous grasslands have all 
developed on the site depending on the underlying rock types.  
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Landforms and processes evident at Holyrood Park include: cliffs formed 
by uplifted volcanic sills at Salisbury Crags; the glacial valley of Hunter’s 
Bog; the basin of Duddingston Loch; and the hilltop summits of the Lion’s 
Head and Lion’s Haunch.  

These landforms act in combination with their rock types to generate 
a huge range of habitats and niches, which in turn has led to a notable 
diversity of plant species present at this site.  This plant diversity supports 
animal diversity in the form of herbivorous invertebrates, birds and 
mammals, and a huge range of predators, parasites and parasitoids.  
Clearly this huge range of biodiversity depends entirely on the underlying 
geodiversity.

While Holyrood Park and Arthur’s Seat are exceptional examples of 
geodiversity, many other important geodiversity sites in Edinburgh are 
recognised as nationally or locally important, including: Castle Rock, 
Calton Hill, parts of the Firth of Forth, Agassiz Rock, Corstorphine Hill, 
Torphin Quarry and many more.

See page 75 for the Geodiversity Action Plan for Edinburgh.

INVASIVE	NON-NATIVE	SPECIES

Introduction

Invasive non-native species are widely recognised as a significant threat 
to global biodiversity.  Species introduced outside of their natural range 
can have a devastating impact on native biodiversity, for example via 
competition or predation.  

One high profile example in the UK is the predation of the native water 
vole Arvicola terrestris by the American mink Mustela vison.  Water vole 
numbers have declined by more than 90% and predation by mink is a 
significant cause of this decline.  Other examples are the continued threat 
from displacement and loss through disease of native red squirrel Sciurus 
vulgaris, caused by the presence and expanding range of the non-native 
grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis.  Grey squirrels also cause widespread 
damage to woodland and can have a significant negative impact on the 
ability of woodland species to regenerate.  Plant species such as giant 
hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), rhododendron (R. ponticum), 
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), Australian swamp stonecrop 
(Crassula helmsii) and Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) are 
also a significant threat to native plant diversity where they occur.  Giant 
hogweed also carries a health risk as the sap from this plant can cause 
serious burns.  All of these species are present in Edinburgh.  

Unfortunately once invasive non-native species become widespread in the 
environment it is usually impossible to eradicate them.  Some of the plant 
species listed above can regenerate from a single node or underground 
rhizome.  The seed bank for giant hogweed can persist for 15 years.  
These plants are usually also able to quickly re-colonise treated sites from 
adjacent untreated sites.  

Volunteers help to clear Japanese knotweed on 
the Water of Leith
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While eradication may be impossible, a range of options can be considered.  
For the minority of species that are having a substantial negative effect 
there are several options. We can attempt to mitigate their negative impacts 
(for instance by establishing refuges for threatened species), control the 
species or attempt local eradication. Control may be achieved through 
a spectrum of action including containing a species in a limited area, 
preventing (or slowing) its spread and localised population reduction or 
eradication in particular areas.  Consideration should also be given on a 
site-by-site basis as to what comes after invasive species have been treated – 
how is the area to be re-colonised and by what species; what type of habitat 
is desirable?  

If control is to be carried out, to be effective a co-ordinated effort is 
required to treat a whole area regardless of land ownership.  Treatment 
would be intensive for 1 to 3 years, with ongoing follow up monitoring and 
spot treatment required to prevent re-infestation.

The proposed Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill looks to strengthen 
the law to improve control and prevent the spread of invasive species.

Local activity

In Edinburgh control of invasive species has mainly focused on giant 
hogweed, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam.  Treatment has 
mainly been on land owned by the City of Edinburgh Council, or carried 
out as part of preparations for the flood prevention schemes on the Water 
of Leith or Braid burn.  Millennium funding was secured for treatment of 
the Water of Leith corridor, which was carried out over a 3-year period.  A 
recent catchment-wide project on the Broxburn (a tributary of the River 
Almond) treated invasive species on the riverbanks.  Some work has 
been carried out by volunteers on the Water of Leith and at Hermitage of 
Braid to pull out Himalayan balsam by hand.  The Environmental Health 
department in CEC have records of some species on private and public 
land and are responsible for notifying landowners of the presence of certain 
species.

While a lot of work is ongoing, there is no co-ordinated framework for 
action at present in the city.  A recent attempt by Scottish Natural Heritage 
to co-ordinate (and ultimately fund) a strategic approach to invasive 
species has now been dropped due to the changes in funding for local 
authorities.  There are problem areas and known sites, particularly for giant 
hogweed, which are presently untreated due a lack of both resources and 
enforceable powers on private land.  While continuing the present reactive 
approach will control localised sites and continue to respond to the main 
health risks posed by giant hogweed on public land, it does not provide a 
comprehensive framework for the city as a whole.  During the life of this 
plan, the Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership will seek to develop such a 
framework.

See the Invasive Species Action Plan on page 77 for further details.
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MONITORING	AND	INDICATORS

Monitoring of this action plan will be carried out on the web-based 
Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS), a UK-wide reporting system 
which can be used by local partnerships.  This system also collates data at a 
national level. 

There is a regular programme of national and local monitoring schemes, 
and local survey schemes, which generate information for Edinburgh about 
species and habitats, much of which is held by The Wildlife Information 
Centre.  Information on the levels of engagement of the public and 
local communities with Edinburgh’s natural heritage is also captured by 
organisations such as the Ranger services and Water of Leith Conservation 
Trust.  While it is not feasible, or meaningful, to record and report on 
all changes to biodiversity locally, it is useful to use a suite of indicators 
to provide guidance on the main biodiversity trends for Edinburgh, and 
on public involvement.  These indicators are listed below and updates on 
these will be available through our website: www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
biodiversity

State of Biodiversity indicators

• Abundance of selected non-breeding waterbirds (WeBS counts);

• Abundance of breeding seabirds;

• Vascular plant diversity in selected 10km squares (BSBI);

• Proportion of notified species populations and habitat area in 
favourable condition on protected sites (SNH);

• Freshwater invertebrate diversity (SEPA).

Biodiversity engagement indicators

• Volunteer ranger hours (CECCRS)

• Biodiversity volunteer hours (CECCRS)

• Number of registered Eco-Schools and levels of award.

• Number of wildlife surveys (PHRS)

• Number of volunteer wildlife surveyors (PHRS)

• Number of biological records submitted and number of recorders 
involved (TWIC)
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HOW	YOU	CAN	HELP	BIODIVERSITY

There are many ways in which individuals and organisations can act for the 
benefit of biodiversity, ranging from small actions in the garden through 
to volunteering with conservation groups.  Some information is included 
here but much more is available on our website www.edinburgh.gov.
uk/biodiversity, including contact details of organisations which offer 
volunteering opportunities. 

Gardens and allotments

Gardens form a major component of Edinburgh’s green space, and almost 
all gardens are of value to biodiversity.  There are a number of simple 
actions you can take to encourage wildlife in your garden such as having 
avoiding the use of chemical pesticides and weedkillers, planting a variety 
of trees and shrubs, being less tidy, using peat-free compost, having nectar 
rich plants and a garden pond.  

Parks & greenspaces

Many parks have a ‘Friends of ’ group who play an 
important role in protecting and enhancing local 
green spaces.  For a complete list of Friends of Parks 
groups in Edinburgh please go to www.edinburgh.
gov.uk/friendsofparks.  If no group exists for your 
local space then why not consider starting one?  The 
website provides information on setting up a ‘Friends 
of ’ group.

Farms & rural landowners

Farms, estates and other rural landowners or managers 
can take action for biodiversity through the Rural 
Priorities strand of the Scottish Rural Development 
Programme (see the Farmlands HAP).

Businesses

Businesses can act to conserve biodiversity through 
a variety of methods: incorporating biodiversity into 
formal Environmental Management Systems (EMS); 
participating in corporate volunteering; and wildlife-
friendly management of business premises and 
grounds.

Biodiversity is of benefit to business for reasons ranging from the 
apparent, such as regulatory compliance or resource acquisition, to the less 
immediately obvious benefits of improved market position, community 
relations and staff commitment.

Volunteer to get involved with your local patch
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School and colleges

There are several schemes with which schools and colleges can become 
involved which aim to raise awareness of conservation issues among 
children, school staff and the wider community.  

The Eco-Schools Scotland programme is an international initiative that 
accredits schools that demonstrate a commitment to improving their 
environmental performance.  Biodiversity is one of nine core topics on 
which a school can choose to focus.  See www.ecoschoolsscotland.org. 

The Forest Schools initiative helps to link schools with local woodlands 
and trees.

Volunteering

Conservation volunteering is a valuable and rewarding activity and we are 
very lucky in Edinburgh to have a wide range of organisations and groups 
who have interesting volunteer opportunities, from habitat management 
to species surveying.  See our website for a full list of organisations www.
edinburgh.gov.uk/biodiversity. 
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Western parts of the City of Edinburgh Council area are mainly farmland.
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Farmland 
IntroductIon

Agricultural land within Edinburgh is a 
mosaic of arable and pastureland, covering 
approximately one-third of the City of 
Edinburgh Council area (not including the 
upland hill farms of the Pentland Hills). This 
land provides a range of habitats and features 
supporting biodiversity, such as hedgerows, 
ditches and field margins.  Maintaining 
and enhancing the habitat diversity across 
farms is crucial to prevent further decline 
in once common farmland species, such as the 
grey partridge.  Although many people would not 
immediately associate Edinburgh with agriculture, 
it is an important part of our landscape and 
provides the habitat for many threatened species.  
In addition, certain habitat types found on farmland 
within Edinburgh have been identified in the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan as priority habitats – ancient or 
species rich hedgerows, cereal field margins and lowland 
grasslands.  These are targeted for action within this plan.

AchIevements

In addition to general advisory work, the following key 
pieces of work on farmland priorities were delivered 
during the life of the last EBAP:

• Lothians Priority Grasslands project Phases 1 and 2 
which identified, surveyed and made management 
recommendations for priority non-designated 
grassland sites across Lothians.

• Lothians farmland pond project which surveyed 
priority ponds and led to the creation of new ponds 
adjacent to existing great crested newt habitat in 
Edinburgh;

• Lothians barn owl project which surveyed 
distribution of barn owls on farmland;

• Broxburn catchment project including invasive 
species control (a joint West Lothian and Edinburgh 
project).
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land provides a range of habitats and features land provides a range of habitats and features 
supporting biodiversity, such as hedgerows, supporting biodiversity, such as hedgerows, 
ditches and field margins.  Maintaining ditches and field margins.  Maintaining 
and enhancing the habitat diversity across and enhancing the habitat diversity across 
farms is crucial to prevent further decline farms is crucial to prevent further decline 
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provides the habitat for many threatened species.  provides the habitat for many threatened species.  
In addition, certain habitat types found on farmland In addition, certain habitat types found on farmland 
within Edinburgh have been identified in the UK within Edinburgh have been identified in the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan as priority habitats – ancient or Biodiversity Action Plan as priority habitats – ancient or 
species rich hedgerows, cereal field margins and lowland species rich hedgerows, cereal field margins and lowland 
grasslands.  These are targeted for action within this plan.grasslands.  These are targeted for action within this plan.
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Brown Hares can benefit from agri-
environment schemes and wild bird cover

18

scottIsh rurAl development progrAmme

The management of farmland habitats is now funded 
through the Scottish Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP), which is a programme of economic, 
environmental and social measures designed to 
develop rural Scotland.  This programme is currently in 
place up to 2013.  This funding stream is not available 
in urban areas.  Within the funding programme there 
are two different mechanisms for funding work which 
delivers benefits for biodiversity, below.

lAnd mAnAger optIons

The Land Manager Options within the SRDP includes 
funding options which can deliver biodiversity benefits 
for a range of Edinburgh LBAP priorities such as

• wild bird cover/unharvested crop;

• management of linear features;

• management of grass margins and beetlebanks;

• biodiversity cropping;

• retention of winter stubble;

• management of conservation headlands.

objectIves

The main objective for farmland remains to protect 
and improve the quality, diversity and extent of 
farmland habitats and wildlife in Edinburgh. To 
achieve this we will:

1. Identify best practice and communicate this to 
land managers;

2. Identify and protect good existing habitats first;

3. Identify, enhance, restore and create other sites 
second, developing networks and links between 
habitats to reduce fragmentation;

4. Provide advice and raise awareness of key issues, 
e.g. pollution control;

5. Provide advice and raise awareness of funding 
sources.

6. Raise awareness of farming and farming related 
conservation issues amongst the general public 
and promote good work carried out by farmers.

In carrying out this work, it is recognised 
that developing a network of habitats across 
neighbouring farms helps to support viable 
populations of various farmland species in the long 
term. 

The Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership has 
identified the following key farmland features 
which can benefit species:

•	 Autumn/winter	stubble	(benefits	mosses,	fungi,	birds)

•	 Field	margins	and	boundaries

•	 Hedgerows	(species	rich)	and	hedgerow	trees

•	 Manure	heaps

•	 Ploughed	fields	(for	bryophytes,	plants,	birds	and	
invertebrates)

•	 Ponds

•	 Species-rich	grassland

•	 Watercourses,	ditches	and	riverbanks

•	 Wet	marshy	areas

These features are targeted within the action table 
below, other parts of the EBAP and/or as part of the 
main Scottish agricultural funding programme.

The main objective for farmland remains to protect 
and improve the quality, diversity and extent of 
The main objective for farmland remains to protect 
and improve the quality, diversity and extent of 
The main objective for farmland remains to protect 
and improve the quality, diversity and extent of 
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fungi,fungi, birds)birds)

These features are targeted within the action table These features are targeted within the action table 
below, other parts of the EBAP and/or as part of the below, other parts of the EBAP and/or as part of the 
main Scottish agricultural funding programme.main Scottish agricultural funding programme.
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•	 Species-rich•	 Species-rich

•	 Watercourses,•	 Watercourses,

•	 Wet•	 Wet marshymarshy areasareas

These features are targeted within the action table These features are targeted within the action table 
below, other parts of the EBAP and/or as part of the below, other parts of the EBAP and/or as part of the 
main Scottish agricultural funding programme.main Scottish agricultural funding programme.
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rurAl prIorItIes optIons

The Rural Priorities options for the Forth area within 
SRDP include options for biodiversity, landscape 
(including habitat networks) and water and soils, all of 
which can deliver biodiversity benefits.  The conversion 
to organic farming is another option available under 
Rural Priorities, which can deliver biodiversity 
benefits.  Funding applications are assessed by the 
Forth Regional Proposal Assessment Committees 
(RPAC).  In particular the Forth RPAC targets funding 
to the following Edinburgh LBAP priority habitats and 
species:

Habitats Lowland dry acid grassland; Lowland neutral and 
calcareous grasslands; Cereal field margins, hedges and 
boundary features.

Species Black grouse; farmland seed eating birds (skylark, tree 
sparrow, linnet, reed bunting, yellowhammer, bullfinch); 
song thrush; grey partridge; barn owl; water vole; 
otter; bats (all species); badger; brown hare; juniper; 
cornflower; maiden pink; small cow-wheat; bluebell; 
great crested newt; salmon; lamprey (all species); adder.

the FArmlAnd ActIon plAn For edInburgh

There are clear links between uniquely farmland 
habitats and the other habitat types which may occur 
on farmland, such as woodland, wetlands, uplands and 
grasslands.  We have included here proposed actions 
relating to specifically farmland habitats such as field 
margins, and grasslands and hedgerows where they 
occur on farmland, woodland and upland heather 
moorland actions are not included here but found in 
the Woodlands and Uplands Habitat Action Plans.  
Actions for ponds and watercourses are included in the 
Freshwater and Wetland Habitat Action Plan.

ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out 
as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Organisations

Encourage and provide advice on best practice 
management of farmland habitats by a range of 
measures including: 
•  Location and use of unharvested crops and 

wild bird cover; 
•  Appropriate management of field boundaries 

and margins (2m uncropped margins); 
•  Appropriate management of water margins 

and riparian habitats;
 •  Awareness of pollution control.

SAC, RSPB, FEL

Liaise with farmers to develop catchment 
management plans for major watercourses as 
required through the River Basin Management 
Planning process.

SEPA

Raise awareness of the effects of farm building 
renovation on nesting birds and roosting bats 
– take this into account when determining 
planning applications.

CEC, RSPB, SAC

Raise general awareness amongst farming 
community of farmland biodiversity, their role 
in its protection and the resources available for 
farmers using publications and articles.

SAC, RSPB

Assist farmers in accessing resources – grants, 
etc.

SAC, RSPB, FEL

Continue to support education initiatives aimed 
at educating the public about farming and 
conservation issues on farms, including farm 
visits.

CEC, RSPB, PHRS

Continue to support and promote Pentlands Hill 
Produce.

PHRS
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The following work programmes are now carried out The following work programmes are now carried out 
as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:organisations:
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Funded ActIons

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Farmland 
(Forth RPAC 
habitats)

FA01 Review the management of SRDP 
Forth RPAC priority habitats 
across Edinburgh.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FEL, SAC

1. Map the RPAC priority habitats across Edinburgh by 2010. 
2. Review management of those sites occurring on farmland by end 

2010. 
3. Use this information to provide advice, target funding and plan a 

network of high quality sites by 2012.

Farmland 
(SRDP)

FA02 Produce an information sheet for 
advisers and farmers on SRDP 
and links with LBAP.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FEL

1. Produce an information sheet for farmers and advisers which 
identifies how farmers can link LBAP priorities with SRDP funding, 
by 2010.

Farmland 
(Hedgerows)

FA03 Promote hedgerow management 
and creation, including hedgerow 
trees.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FEL, SAC

1. Identify hedgerows from existing survey data by summer 2010.  
2. Review existing hedgerow and hedgerow tree management by 

end 2010. 
3. Use this information to provide advice, target funding and plan a 

network of high quality sites by 2012.

Farmland 
(Hedgerows)

FA04 Implement hedgerow 
management plans for Council-
owned hedgerows.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC 
Parks and 
Greenspace

1. Identify council-owned hedgerows by 2010.  
2. Produce and implement hedgerow management plans for these 
sites by 2012.

Farmland 
(Grasslands) 

FA05 Grasslands on farmland CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FEL

1. Following on from the Lothians Priority Grasslands project and 
using recent survey data, map a network of existing and potential 
high quality grassland sites on farmland by 2011.

Farmland 
(Grasslands)

FA06 Ensure suitable management 
in place for existing wildflower 
meadows.  

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FEL

1. Identify existing sites and contact landowners over site 
management by 2011.

Farmland FA07 Identify opportunities for 
on-farm interpretation to 
highlight good practice sites, 
possibly tying in with access 
improvement works.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, PHRS, 
SAC, FEL

1. Install interpretation at 3 sites by 2015.

Farmland 
(species)

FA08 Develop farmland species 
monitoring programmes for EBAP 
priority species, using volunteers.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, RSPB, 
PHRS, SOC

1. Review existing survey programmes to identify gaps or potential 
for expansion by 2011.

Farmland 
(awareness 
raising)

FA09 Raise awareness of farming 
conservation with the general 
public.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Publish at least one newsletter article per year for the wider 
public e.g. CEC Outlook or LBAP newsletter, to 2015.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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monitoring programmes for EBAP monitoring programmes for EBAP 
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2. Produce and implement hedgerow management plans for these 2. Produce and implement hedgerow management plans for these 
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unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees Carry out a programme of enhancement and creation 
of hedgerows to improve, extend and link existing 
habitats.

CEC, ELGT

Control of farmland invasives Identification and control of sites of invasive species, 
especially along watercourses

CEC

Grasslands project follow up Improve and extend the network of high quality 
grassland habitat by management of existing sites 
and creation of new sites by following up the Lothians 
Grasslands Project work.

CEC, FEL, SAC, PHRS

Midkinleith grasslands Follow up Lothians Grasslands Project work by re-
instating appropriate grazing levels at Midkinleith.

CEC, FEL, SAC

Grasslands seed project Make available appropriate local provenance seeds in 
the creation of new wildflower meadows on farmland.

CEC

Manure heap advice Raise awareness and provide advice to farmers and 
stables on the benefits and suitable management of 
manure heaps.

CEC

Manure heap management Implement good management on stables or farms for 
biodiversity benefits of manure heaps.

EBP, landowners

Farmland nesting boxes Ensure nest boxes erected in suitable sites for: 
• barn owls (10 in 5 years); 
• swallows; 
• tree sparrows (10 at each of 5 sites); 
• sand martins.

CEC, RSPB, SAC, FEL
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Freshwater & 
Wetland

There are also other peatland habitats in Edinburgh, 
including pockets of blanket bog in the Pentlands and 
areas of fen, such as those at Duddingston Loch. 

The River Basin Management Planning (RBMP) 
process, a partnership process being taken forward 
in Scotland by SEPA and driven by the requirements 
of the Water Framework Directive (WFD), will cover 
much of the ecological monitoring and improvement 
work required for our larger watercourses.  This 
Habitat Action Plan will seek to integrate with the 
RBMP process and provide a mechanism for delivery 
at a local level.  It will also target some of the smaller 
water bodies in the Edinburgh area such as ponds as 
these currently fall outwith the remit of the WFD.  In 
addition, the plans for flood prevention works on the 
Braid Burn and Water of Leith mean that a major 
role for this HAP is to ensure that the mitigation and 
restoration work is carried out appropriately.

IntroductIon

Edinburgh has a variety of watercourses 
running through both rural and 
urban areas, ranging in size from the 
Water of Leith and River Almond, 
to the smaller Braid Burn and Niddrie 
Burn. The Union Canal also passes 
through part of Edinburgh. These 
watercourses provide an important 
function in the city, providing semi-
natural habitat and commuting 
corridors for wildlife, as well as 
recreation and amenity benefits. It is 
therefore important that habitat and water 
quality is maintained and enhanced. 

Lochs and ponds also make an 
important contribution to Edinburgh’s 
wetland habitats. They range from the 
larger reservoirs in the Pentlands such as 
Threipmuir, through to lower lying lochs like 
Duddingston, down to smaller ponds created on 
public spaces and golf courses, and garden ponds. 
The biodiversity of these wetlands can vary depending 
on the water quality and presence of marginal 
vegetation; good examples are the open water and 
emergent vegetation of Bavelaw Marsh and the reed 
beds and wet woodland of Duddingston Loch. This 
range of habitats supports a great diversity of plant and 
animal species, including many bird species.  Many 
ponds and standing fresh water habitats have been lost 
in the wider countryside through drainage of land for 
agriculture, and so the remaining pond habitats are 
a vital wildlife resource.  Threats to this habitat type 
include isolation, lack of appropriate management, loss 
through drainage and colonisation by invasive non-
native species.

The Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) Red Moss Wildlife 
Reserve, near Balerno, is the only raised bog habitat 
in Edinburgh.  Raised bogs are a rare habitat type 
(lowland raised bogs are a UKBAP Priority Habitat) 
and have unique plant and animal communities. 
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a vital wildlife resource.  Threats to this habitat type a vital wildlife resource.  Threats to this habitat type 
include isolation, lack of appropriate management, loss include isolation, lack of appropriate management, loss 
through drainage and colonisation by invasive non-through drainage and colonisation by invasive non-
native species.native species.
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(lowland raised bogs are a UKBAP Priority Habitat) (lowland raised bogs are a UKBAP Priority Habitat) 
and have unique plant and animal communities. and have unique plant and animal communities. 



mAnAgIng FreshwAter hAbItAts For bIodIversIty

There are certain habitat features which, if maintained or created, will 
maximise the value of freshwater habitats for biodiversity.

Watercourses:

• Uncut bankside vegetation leaving a buffer of at least 2m each side of 
the watercourse where possible.

• Continuity of bankside habitat.

• Riparian woodland strip.

• Aquatic vegetation.

• Variety of flow types – slow-flowing deeper pools and fast shallow 
sections. 

Ponds and water bodies: 

• A mix of open water, submerged vegetation and emergent vegetation.

• Longer vegetation around banks to give shelter for animals leaving or 
entering the water.

• Deeper areas of open water and shallow gradients at the edge allowing 
animals such as amphibians to enter and leave the water safely.

• In larger standing water bodies, such as reservoirs, fluctuations in 
water levels can benefit some lower plants by leaving mud temporarily 
exposed.

• A network of ponds linked by green corridors allows species dispersal 
and colonisation.

• Stone and log piles near ponds to provide shelter and hibernation sites.

AchIevements

The following are a selection of the 
main recent achievements of this 
HAP:

Water of Leith

• Habitat and river improvement 
work at Bonnington;

• Creation of a wildlife garden 
at the start of the walkway at 
Balerno;

• Access improvements and 
wildflower planting on the 
Slateford section;

• Confirmed record of breeding 
female otter and capturing 
footage of an otter near the 
Water of Leith Visitor Centre.

Ponds

• Survey, management and 
creation of priority ponds 
associated with the great crested 
newt SAP.

• Award-winning improvements 
to Inverleith Pond and similar 
work carried out at Figgate 
Pond.

objectIves

Overall aims:

1. To maintain and enhance 
the biological diversity of 
Edinburgh’s rivers, canals, 
lochs, ponds and other 
freshwater habitat;

2. To help deliver the 
requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive 
by helping to achieve 
good ecological status 
of Edinburgh’s wetland 
habitats. 

Wildlife friendly ponds are a great attraction for people too - like this one by Friends of the 
Pentlands at Harlaw wildlife garden
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ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Organisations

Monitor ecological status of Edinburgh’s main watercourses and report 
annually to Edinburgh LBAP Steering Group.

SEPA

Implement the WFD Forth Area Management Plan including further 
development and delivery of the local measures.

SEPA, EBP, Forth AAG

Assess distribution of fish species on watercourses at regular intervals, 
normally every six years.

SEPA, Forth District 
Salmon Fisheries Board

Monitor known kingfisher breeding sites and record all sightings. WOLCT, CEC CRS, SWT, 
PHRS

Monitor mink populations and record sightings CEC CRS, WOLCT

Record and investigate any reported water vole sightings. EBP

Hold awareness raising events relating to the Water of Leith. WOLCT, CEC CRS

Provide a focus for the encouragement of community and volunteer 
participant in the practical improvement of the Water of Leith.

WOLCT

Promote the effective management of the Water of Leith river valley. WOLCT

Provide a focus for the encouragement of regular community events 
such as burn cleanups at the Hermitage of Braid and Burdiehouse 
Burn Valley Park.

CEC CRS

Include awareness of invasive non-native species in educational work 
and community action.

CEC CRS, WOLCT

Monitor condition of aquatic and marginal habitats at Duddingston 
Loch SSSI and Bavelaw Marsh SSSI.

SNH

Monitor condition of Balerno Common SSSI including Red Moss raised 
bog.

SNH

Update and implement management plans for Duddingston Loch and 
Bawsinch.

SWT

Monitor bryophytes at Bavelaw Marsh. SNH

Monitor small pearl-bordered fritillary at Bavelaw Marsh. PHRS

Raise awareness of amphibians through events and advisory work. LARG

Implement management plan for Red Moss raised bog. SWT

Hold annual events and open days at Red Moss raised bog. SWT

Species like damselflies depend on freshwater habitats for breeding
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Funded ActIons

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action Action description Who? Targets

Watercourses FW01 Ensure monitoring of habitat restoration works 
associated with the Water of Leith and Braid 
Burn flood prevention schemes is carried out.

CEC Structures and 
Flooding, SEPA, 
WOLCT

1. Once the flood prevention works are 
complete ensure the Environmental Action Plan 
is implemented.

Watercourses FW02 Once flood prevention scheme is complete 
undertake monitoring of fish and invertebrates 
on the Water of Leith and repeat the following 
year to chart species recovery.

Water of Leith 
Bailiffs

1. Carry out 2 surveys of invertebrates and fish, 
following flood prevention works.

Watercourses FW03 Continue with programme of control and 
monitoring of target invasive plant species 
along Water of Leith and Braid Burn, associated 
with flood prevention works.

CEC Structures & 
Flooding

1. Survey and undertake control work annually 
on both watercourses.

Watercourses FW04 Produce a management plan for the Water of 
Leith

WOLCT, CEC 
(various), SNH

1.  Produce a consultation draft Water of Leith 
Management Plan by spring 2010.

Watercourses FW05 Encourage volunteer teams to survey the 
locations of non-native plant species and 
undertake control work as required, in areas 
upstream of Slateford not covered by flood 
prevention works.

WOLCT, CEC CRS 1. Survey locations of non native invasive plant 
species, using volunteers, by 2011. 
2. Co-ordinate practical action to tackle the 
spread of non native invasive plants, ongoing.

Watercourses FW06 Ensure the Canal Development Strategy 
for Edinburgh includes consideration of 
biodiversity.

British Waterways, 
CEC Built and Natural 
Heritage

1. Ensure that the Canal Development 
Strategy for Edinburgh includes objectives for 
biodiversity enhancement.

Watercourses FW07 Annual community habitat project to be 
carried out on Water of Leith.

WOLCT 1. Identify and carry out annual habitat project 
with volunteers. Target: one per year to 2015.

Watercourses FW08 Identify all smaller watercourses on CEC 
land with opportunities for improvements to 
riparian habitat.

CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage, 
CEC Parks and 
Greenspace

1. Carry out desktop research to identify 
possible sites by September 2010. 
2. Do walkover survey of possible sites by end 
2010. 3. Identify possible funding sources by 
March 2011.

Lochs and 
Ponds

FW09 Following flood prevention works, monitor bird 
population and vegetation changes at Bavelaw 
Marsh.

Bavelaw Marsh 
Management 
Group, CEC

1. Once flood prevention works are complete 
and water levels stable, implement a 
programme of monitoring for birds and 
vegetation, by 2012.

Lochs and 
Ponds

FW10 Produce a Pond Conservation Framework for 
Edinburgh.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, LARG, CEC 
CRS

1. Produce a Pond Conservation Framework for 
Edinburgh by Dec 2010.

Lochs and 
Ponds

FW11 Promote garden pond creation. CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, LARG

1. Print at least 2 articles promoting garden 
ponds by summer 2011. 
2. Include information on the importance of 
garden ponds in the revised ‘Gardening in 
harmony with nature’ booklet, by end 2011

Lochs and 
Ponds

FW12 Carry out improvements to Blackford Pond. CEC CRS, Friends of 
Hermitage

1. Carry out work to reverse erosion on 
Blackford Pond, including some planting work, 
by 2010.

Pillwort FW13 Increase the number of reintroduced sites for 
pillwort (Pilularia globulifera) in Edinburgh 
to 4.  This species is Vulnerable and a UKBAP 
Priority.

SWT 1. Seek all necessary permissions for 
reintroduction by end 2010. 
2. Propagate and reintroduce pillwort to 3 more 
sites by 2012. 3. Monitor success annually until 
2015.
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Grouping Action Action description Who? Targets

Water vole FW14 Record and investigate possible water vole 
(Arvicola terrestris) sightings and maintain 
suitable habitat at any possible sites.  This is a 
UKBAP Priority Species.

EBP 1. Record and investigate any possible sightings 
(ongoing). 
2. Provide advice on habitat management at 
any potential water vole sites.

Amphibians FW15 Monitor existing sites which are good for 
amphibians.

LARG, EBP 1. Carry out monitoring of existing amphibian 
sites, annually. 
2. Use volunteers to carry out any small scale 
habitat management, ongoing.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Riparian projects Riparian habitat enhancement or creation 
projects in rural areas or on smaller urban 
watercourses.

CEC, PHRS, SAC, FEL

Ponds network Implement programme of prioritised pond 
management and pond creation to create a 
network of good quality habitat based on 
the Pond Conservation Framework.

CEC, SEPA, LARG

Garden pond promotion Produce promotional material encouraging 
garden pond creation to benefit wildlife.  
Raise awareness of garden ponds by events 
such as registering ponds online; native 
plant swaps; ‘pond doctor’ sessions.

CEC, LARG

River restoration Identify watercourses suitable for localised 
restoration projects.

CEC

Niddrie Burn restoration Niddrie Burn restoration project. CEC

Gogar Burn diversion Ensure any Gogar Burn diversion work 
has the highest achievable benefits and 
mitigation for wildlife.

SEPA, BAA, 
landowners

Riparian woodlands Identify sites suitable for riparian woodland 
creation or enhancement.

CEC, ELGT, ELFHNP, 
SEPA

Amphibians need both freshwater and 
terrestrial habitats
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Lowland & Urban
IntroductIon

Much of the Edinburgh area qualifies as lowland 
or urban and this Habitat Action Plan includes the 
following:

Parks	and	greenspace

Cemeteries

School	grounds

Gardens	and	allotments

Golf	courses

Path	networks

Road	verges

Business	premises

Railway	corridors

Semi-natural	grasslands

Hedgerows

Rock	faces

There are a number of sites within Edinburgh which 
are of particular importance to wildlife and many of 
these are protected at a national or local level.

Holyrood Park along with parts of Calton Hill and 
Castle Rock form the Arthur’s Seat Volcano SSSI.  
This site is designated for its lowland, unimproved 
grasslands and the rare plant species they support.  
This site is unique in the Lothians, and unimproved 
grasslands are rare and declining across the whole 
country.  In addition to rare plants, the Park supports 
an unusually high number of plant species as a result of 
the mix of bedrock types which have given rise to acid, 
neutral and calcareous grasslands, as well as extensive 
scrub habitat and rock faces.

Similarly, the varying bedrock types at Wester 
Craiglockhart Hill SSSI have resulted in the presence of 
acid and calcareous grasslands, which support a high 
number of plant species.

Edinburgh has six Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), 
which are protected through the City of Edinburgh 
Local Plan because of their value to wildlife and to local 
communities as an education resource.  These sites are 
managed by the City of Edinburgh Countryside Ranger 
Service, and are: 

Burdiehouse	Burn	Valley	Park	LNR

Corstorphine	Hill	LNR

Easter	Craiglockhart	Hill	LNR

Hermitage	of	Braid	and	Blackford	Hill	LNR

Meadows	Yard	LNR

Ravelston	Woods	LNR
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Edinburgh has a number of Local Biodiversity Sites 
(LBS) that are also identified in Local Plans.  These 
sites are locally important sites for wildlife and form 
a network of semi-natural habitats spanning the city 
and rural areas.  It is anticipated that this network of 
sites will form a critical resource for the movement of 
species responding to climate change.  Some notable 
lowland and urban LBSs include: Warriston Cemetery, 
Bawsinch, the disused railway network, Cammo Estate 
and Riccarton Estate.  Local Biodiversity Sites are 
grouped together with Local Geodiversity Sites under 
the umbrella term: Local Nature Conservation Sites 
(LNCS).

The Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) manages two 
wildlife reserves in urban Edinburgh:  Johnston Terrace 
Garden is in the heart of the city and is used by local 
communities and schools as a space to learn about 
biodiversity; Bawsinch SWT reserve at Duddingston is 
on the south-east side of Holyrood Park and contains 
a rich variety of habitats, from freshwater through 
to woodland, with a well-placed birdwatching hide 
overlooking the Loch and reserve.

Many of Edinburgh’s parks and greenspaces are of high 
value to wildlife, and some parks have areas which are 
already specifically managed for biodiversity.  This may 
involve provision of artificial nest boxes, planting of 
wildflower meadows or areas of tall grass.  Parks which 
are put forward for the Green Flag award must possess 
a management plan which includes actions for the 
conservation of natural features, wildlife and flora.

Gardens form an important and often unrecognised 
resource for wildlife, comprising approximately 20 per 
cent of Edinburgh’s urban area.  A typical cultivated 
garden can contain many more plant species than 
are found in a semi-natural habitat of similar size 
and, when taken together, gardens act as a city-wide 
structural habitat network vital for biodiversity.

Business premises can be of value to biodiversity if 
landscaping and planting are appropriate, and this can 
benefit business by contributing to Environmental 
Management Systems.  Good examples of appropriate 
landscaping can be seen at the Royal Bank of Scotland 
Headquarters at Gogarburn, and the wetlands and 
watercourses designed into the Edinburgh Park 
development.

The Friends of Braidburn Valley Park have created wildlife friendly areas
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objectIves

The objectives of this Habitat Action Plan are broad 
and this reflects the variety of habitats and species 
found in lowland and urban areas:

1. To maintain good quality habitats, particularly 
at designated sites (SSSI, LNR, LBS);

2. To conserve species of conservation concern, 
including UKBAP Priority Species, legally 
protected species, and locally important species;

3. To enhance the ecological value of Edinburgh’s 
open spaces for the benefit of wildlife and 
people;

4. To promote conservation of biodiversity to land 
owners and managers;

5. To raise awareness of Edinburgh’s natural 
habitats and wildlife via public engagement and 
education materials;

6. To promote access to natural green space.

AchIevements 

Over the last 5 years the following have been achieved 
by the Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership to safeguard 
and enhance biodiversity in lowland and urban areas:

Habitats/species

• Holyrood Park has been surveyed for several rare 
plant and invertebrate species.  For example: surveys 
of adder’s-tongue fern (Ophioglossum vulgatum) 
have established that this population is sizeable and 
healthy and that regular habitat maintenance works 
will maintain this position;  annual monitoring 
of the food plant of locally rare plume-moth 
(Capperia brittanniodactyla) has established that 
Holyrood Park is a UK stronghold for this species.  
Additionally, seed collection from rare plants 
has provided material for propagation and re-
introduction at other appropriate sites.

• Habitat management at Wester Craiglockhart Hill 
SSSI has taken place to improve the condition of the 
grasslands at this site.

• The North Edinburgh Cycle Path has been the 
focus of much habitat maintenance work including 
wildflower meadow cutting and scrub and tree 
management. 

• A breeding swift survey, focusing on tenement 
areas, has taken place to improve knowledge of 
this declining bird species which is particularly 
dependent on the urban environment.  The 
results of this survey are now used in CEC City 
Development.

• Toad migration has been made easier at Holyrood 
Park via road closures and drain coverings; a ‘toad 
underpass’ has been installed under a stretch of 
railway near South Queensferry.

Community engagement

• Community engagement projects at Local Nature 
Reserves have included: pond enhancement and 
access improvement at Meadows Yard; planting 
of spring wildflower bulbs at Meadows Yard; 
wildflower meadow maintenance and bird box 
provision at Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park; 
installation of interpretation panels at Cammo 
Estate.

• Biodiversity has been promoted at a number of 
public events including: Edinburgh Méla, Treefest 
and Hailes Quarry Park Event.

• Many schools have participated in the Eco-schools 
programme; have carried out habitat management 
for biodiversity in their school grounds; and have 
made visits to the Pentland Hills, Holyrood Park 
and other sites to learn about environmental issues.

Advisory

• Supplementary Planning Guidance for Biodiversity 
has been written and issued to CEC Planners

• The CEC Development Planning now has a system 
to identify developments where artificial nest sites 
for swifts have been requested.

• Landowners have been advised on grassland 
management as part of Phase 2 of the Lothians 
Grassland Project, including Easter and Wester 
Craiglockhart Hills in the urban area.

• Torphin Golf Club has been advised on managing 
its rough grassland for the benefit of mountain 
pansy (Viola lutea) a locally rare plant species.  
Other golf clubs have been advised on the 
management of hedges and ponds for the benefit of 
biodiversity.
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ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Organisations

Maintain management for the benefit of 
biodiversity at: designated sites (SSSI, LNR); 
Green Flag parks (and candidate parks); 
cemeteries; SWT reserves; and other appropriate 
sites.

SNH, HSRS, CEC 
CRS, CEC SFC, 
SWT, Landowners

Protect rare species during scaling operations on 
the rock faces at Holyrood Park.

HSRS

Provide interpretation of biodiversity and 
geodiversity features at appropriate sites through 
provision of guided walks and printed materials.

SNH, CEC CRS, 
PHRS, HSRS, ELGT

Continue to engage community groups, schools, 
corporate volunteers, and Friends of Parks groups 
to take action in their local areas for the benefit 
of biodiversity.

CEC CRS, ELGT, 
HSRS

Monitor the condition of sites with national or 
international designations (SPA, SSSI).

SNH

Ensure that disturbance to wildlife and habitats 
during major development works is avoided 
or mitigated.  Ensure appropriate landscaping, 
species selection and management plans 
are in place for operational phase of major 
developments.

CEC CD

Provide advice on biodiversity topics and promote 
the Scottish Golf Environment Group certificate 
for ‘Nature’ to golf clubs.

SGEG

Ensure that Network Rail Hazards Directory is 
used during works on Network Rail land, to avoid 
adverse impacts upon wildlife or habitats.

NR

Support biodiversity initiatives in school grounds 
via the Eco-Schools Initiative.

EBP, SNH

Promote biodiversity to gardeners as a part of 
Council-run gardening initiatives (e.g. Edinburgh 
in Bloom).

CEC SFC

Continue to recruit and train Biodiversity 
Volunteers to assist with habitat maintenance, 
species surveys and raising awareness activities.

CEC CRS

Planting trees in Craigmillar

Yellow Rattle is used to improve grassland biodiversity
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Funded ActIons

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
habitat

LU01 Carry out trials of 5 management regimes 
on the unimproved grasslands at Holyrood 
Park, with the aim of bringing them into 
favourable condition.

HSRS, SNH 1. Establish which habitat management regime is 
likely to improve the condition of the unimproved 
grasslands, by end 2015

Priority 
habitat

LU02 Promote biodiversity to gardeners and 
allotment holders.

CEC Parks and 
Greenspace 
Service, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Update the ‘Gardening in harmony with nature’ 
booklet, promoting locally important native 
species, local nurseries and organic methods, by 
end 2011 

2. Write a Biodiversity Action Plan for every publicly-
owned allotment site in Edinburgh by end 2015

Priority 
habitat

LU03 Maintain a programme of managing 
for biodiversity in appropriate areas of 
cemeteries and woodland burial sites.  
Additionally, control invasive species in 
cemeteries.

CEC Services for 
Communities, 
CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Create a management plan for at least one 
cemetery by end 2012 

2. Promote community involvement in cemeteries 
by encouraging at least three groups to carry out 
habitat maintenance or wildlife surveys by end 
2015 

3. Carry out a survey of all publicly-owned cemetery 
sites for invasive plant species before end 2012  

4. Carry out a programme of removing invasive plant 
species from cemetery sites annually until 2015

Priority 
habitat

LU04 Progress the Lothians Grassland Project for 
Edinburgh, review grassland sites in urban 
Edinburgh using existing data in order to 
identify high quality sites which may be 
suitable for designation as LBSs and make 
management recommendations.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Identify high quality sites from existing data by 
end 2012 

2. Survey to confirm current site condition by end 
2013 

3. Liaise with landowners over management 
requirements by end 2014 

4. Identify sites suitable for LBS designation by end 
2014

Priority 
habitat

LU05 Use data from the CEC Open Space Strategy 
to identify open spaces which could be 
managed for the benefit of biodiversity, 
(e.g. roadside verges, roundabouts, CEC 
properties).

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Analyse Open Space data to identify sites 
where changes to management would benefit 
biodiversity, by end 2012 

2. Identify a seed mix appropriate for undeveloped 
land or open spaces in Edinburgh, ideally 
incorporating Edinburgh LBAP priority plant 
species.  Before end 2013

Priority 
habitat

LU06 Scottish Wildlife Trust and Natural England 
recommend that people should live no 
further than 300m from their nearest 
natural green space.  Identify areas of 
urban Edinburgh which do not meet this 
recommendation.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Analyse data from the CEC Open Space Strategy 
to identify areas of urban Edinburgh which are 
greater than 300m from their nearest natural 
green space.  Before end 2010

Priority 
habitat

LU07 Maintain the diversity of habitats on the 
North Edinburgh Cyclepath.  

CEC North 
Neighbourhood 
Team, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, SWT

1. Hold 3 North Edinburgh Cyclepath Management 
Group meetings per year until 2015 

2. Undertake an annual programme of maintenance 
of wildflower meadow areas until 2015 

3. Undertake an annual programme of tree felling 
and coppicing where appropriate until 2015
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Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
habitat

LU08 Continue to increase diversity within meadow 
habitats at the following Ranger-managed 
sites: Meadows Yard LNR, Craigmillar Castle 
Park, Hermitage of Braid and Blackford Hill 
LNR, and Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park LNR.

CEC CRS 1. Cut and remove vegetation in spring and autumn 
each year to 2015 

2. Sow yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) seed after 
removing vegetation, as required until this species 
is established at each meadow. By 2015 

3. Sow wildflower seed or plant seedling plugs 
(using material of local provenance) to increase 
floristic diversity as required. To 2015

Priority 
habitat

LU09 Prevent encroachment of gorse on semi-
natural grasslands at Hermitage of Braid and 
Blackford Hill LNR.

CEC CRS 1. Update the 2006 gorse survey maps with the 
current distribution of gorse at the Hermitage of 
Braid and Blackford Hill LNR, by end 2010 

2. Identify core areas of grassland to be maintained 
free from encroachment and add to management 
plan by end 2011 

3. Maintain core grassland areas so they are free 
from Gorse encroachment, to 2015

Priority 
species

LU10 Monitor plume moth (Capperia 
brittanniodactyla) at Holyrood Park via 
monitoring the abundance of its food plant, 
wood sage (Teucrium scorodonia)

HSRS 1. Monitor and record existing populations of food 
plant and numbers of caterpillars in spring, 
annually to 2015

Priority 
species

LU11 Monitor Glyphipterix minorella, a Nationally 
Scarce micromoth found in Holyrood Park via 
monitoring of its food plant, biting stonecrop 
(Sedum acre).

HSRS 1. Monitor and record existing populations of food 
plant annually to 2015

Priority 
species

LU12 Act to conserve known populations of spring 
sandwort (Minuartia verna) in Holyrood 
Park.  This species is Near Threatened and 
Nationally Scarce.

HSRS 1. Annual monitoring and recording of population 
to 2015 2. Prevention of scrub encroachment via 
habitat management annually to 2015

Priority 
species

LU13 Act to conserve known populations of 
sieve-toothed moss (Coscinodon cribrosus), a 
Nationally Scarce species found in Holyrood 
Park. 

HSRS 1. Prevent encroachment of ivy and scrub via habitat 
management annually to 2015

Priority 
species

LU14 Act to conserve known populations 
of common rock-rose (Helianthemum 
nummularium) at Holyrood Park, and to 
establish new populations at appropriate 
sites.

HSRS 1. Prevention of scrub encroachment via habitat 
management to 2015 

2. Collect seed from Holyrood Park populations as 
required to 2015 

3. Establish a population of common rock-rose at one 
historical site by end 2014

Priority 
species

LU15 Act to conserve the known population of 
adder’s-tongue fern (Ophioglossum vulgatum) 
at Holyrood Park. 

HSRS 1. Annual monitoring and recording of population 
to 2015 

2. Maintain Hunter’s Bog as an appropriate habitat 
for this species to 2015

Priority 
species

LU16 Survey for the presence of northern brown 
argus (Aricia artaxerxes), a UKBAP Priority 
Species found at Holyrood Park.

HSRS 1. Annual surveying and recording at likely sites to 
2015

Priority 
species

LU17 Act to conserve known populations of 
purple milk-vetch (Astragalus danicus), an 
Endangered and UKBAP Priority Species found 
in Holyrood Park.

HSRS 1. Annual monitoring and recording of population 
to 2015

Priority 
species

LU18 Survey for waxcap fungi (Hygrocybe sp.) at 
appropriate locations each autumn

ENHS 1. Survey for and record new populations of waxcap 
fungi each autumn to 2015 

2. Re-visit known sites and re-survey where 
appropriate
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Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
species

LU19 Continue to carry out generic butterfly 
surveys to build an understanding of 
changing populations at the following 
Ranger-managed sites:  Holyrood Park, 
Cammo Estate LBS, Meadows Yard LNR, 
Craigmillar Castle Park and Hermitage of 
Braid & Blackford Hill LNR.

HSRS, CEC CRS 1. Carry out annual transect surveys following 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme methodology to 2015

Priority 
species

LU20 Continue to develop and implement the 
Edinburgh Urban Sparrowhawk Study, a 
project established to study the breeding 
numbers, productivity, distribution and 
behaviour of sparrowhawks living within the 
city bypass area.

Lothian & 
Borders Raptor 
Study Group, 
RBGE

1. Collect data on the sparrowhawk population 
within Edinburgh and compare with other 
sparrowhawk studies in the UK, by end 2015 

2. Implement the planned programme of viewing 
and recording sparrowhawk nest site behaviour 
at nest sites within the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh, by end 2010. 

3. Develop education and outreach materials about 
urban sparrowhawks for distribution at events and 
workshops, by end 2013

Raising 
Awareness

LU21 Provide training for CEC grounds maintenance 
staff to raise awareness of biodiversity issues 
and best practices.

CEC Parks & 
Greenspace 
Service

1. Develop and run biodiversity training courses for 
CEC Task Force staff members.  Hold workshops 
every two years until 2015

Raising 
Awareness

LU22 Support Council-affiliated Tree Wardens and 
Friends of Parks groups in sharing knowledge 
and best practices.

CEC Parks & 
Greenspace 
Service

1. Hold training / networking events for Tree 
Wardens and Friends of Parks groups annually 
through to 2015

Raising 
Awareness

LU23 Develop a training programme for CEC CRS 
Biodiversity Volunteers.

CEC CRS 1. Develop at least one new training course per year 
for Biodiversity Volunteers.  Have at least five 
courses on offer by 2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

Views over the new boardwalk and pond at Figgate Park.
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unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
update for Edinburgh

A Phase 1 Habitat Survey for the entire City of Edinburgh local authority area was carried out 
in 2001/02.  An update to this dataset will enable analysis of changes to habitat extents and 
assessment of gains and losses.

CEC

Hedgerow management Hedgerows are a UKBAP Priority Habitat and were mapped during the 2001/02 Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey of the Edinburgh area.  Reviewing existing information on urban hedgerow quality will 
identify those which are species-rich and those which could be improved.  A plan can then 
be put in place to manage and extend urban hedgerows for the benefit of biodiversity.  This 
would run in conjunction with a similar project in the rural areas.

EBP

Rock faces survey Obtain baseline species data for rock faces in and around Edinburgh which have not yet been 
surveyed.  This will require commissioning a specialist ‘rope and harness’ surveyor.

SWT, CEC

Lothian Grasslands 
Project Phase 3

Implement management changes determined by any Phase 3 survey work for the Lothians 
Grasslands Project.

CEC, Landowners

Cyclepath management Parts of the North Edinburgh Cyclepath are managed for the benefit of biodiversity.  Seek 
opportunities to roll this out in other parts of the cyclepath network.

CEC

Detecting early impacts 
of climate change on 
plant communities

Current research (by the UK Environmental Change Network) into the effects of climate change 
shows that ruderal plant communities are declining in lowland areas.  Develop a project to 
monitor changes in ruderal communities, using the 2001/02 Phase 1 Habitat Survey data for 
Edinburgh as a baseline.

EBP

Research Gorse control 
methods

It is anticipated that gorse Ulex europaeus  growth rates will increase as a result of climate 
change and greater amounts of control may be required at sites where sensitive species are 
found.  Research into control methods used in the UK and abroad (e.g. New Zealand) should be 
carried out and reported on.

EBP

Priority plant species 
seed programme

Develop a propagation programme for local provenance priority plant species (e.g. maiden pink 
and sticky catchfly) with the aim of producing enough seed for use in awareness raising and 
planting projects.

HSRS, CEC, RBGE

Rock whitebeam tree 
programme

Develop a propagation programme with the aim of selling rock whitebeam trees to the public. HSRS, CEC, RBGE

Ecology and 
conservation of Urban 
Pollinators

Support the Urban Pollinators project (as proposed by the University of Edinburgh alongside 
several other UK universities) which aims to increase our understanding of pollinator 
biodiversity and urban ‘hot-spots’.  Outputs from this project should provide evidence to justify 
urban planning recommendations

CEC, UOE

Brown-bordered 
Lacewing survey

Five out of the eight UK records for brown-bordered lacewing (Megalomus hirtus) are from 
Edinburgh.  Funds need to be raised to commission a specialist survey of historic sites for this 
UKBAP Priority Species.

CEC, HSRS

Equal access to green 
space

Once the Open Space Strategy data has been analysed to identify areas which exceed 300m 
distance from their nearest natural green space the next step is to consider plans to fill these 
gaps.  Creation or enhancement of natural green space should be focussed in deficit areas.

SWT, CEC
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View of Forth Bridge from Hound Point

Marine & Coastal
IntroductIon

The Firth of Forth forms the northern boundary of the City of Edinburgh, 
stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there 
are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain 
several important areas of semi-natural 
habitat, particularly the coast between 
Cramond and South Queensferry, the 
various islands in the Firth of Forth, 
and the beaches and rocky shorelines 
found along the coastline.  

The Edinburgh coastline is important 
for commercial reasons and recent 
developments along the Granton 
waterfront join the array of docks, 
harbours and water treatment works 
found along its length. 

Much of the marine and coastal area, 
whether developed or semi-natural is of 
huge importance to seabirds and is legally 
protected by international and national 
designations.

The Firth of Forth has multiple designations 
for its internationally important assemblages of 
breeding and migratory birds, alongside important 
botanical, geological, invertebrate and habitat 
features.  The Firth of Forth is designated as a Ramsar 
wetland of international importance, an SPA and a 
SSSI.

Inchmickery island is designated as a SSSI for 
supporting important breeding populations of 
seabirds.  Inchmickery, along with the Cow and 
Calves, also forms part of the Forth Islands SPA which 
is designated for populations of rare or vulnerable 
breeding and migratory birds, as well as the overall 
number of seabirds it supports.

Imperial Dock Lock, Leith is also designated as an SPA 
for the internationally important number of breeding 
common terns (Sterna hirundo) to be found there, 
which is quoted in the SPA citation as “5 per cent of 
the UK population”.

35

stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there 
are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain 
several important areas of semi-natural several important areas of semi-natural several important areas of semi-natural several important areas of semi-natural 
habitat, particularly the coast between habitat, particularly the coast between habitat, particularly the coast between habitat, particularly the coast between 
Cramond and South Queensferry, the Cramond and South Queensferry, the 

The Firth of Forth forms the northern boundary of the City of Edinburgh, The Firth of Forth forms the northern boundary of the City of Edinburgh, 
stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there 
are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain 

various islands in the Firth of Forth, various islands in the Firth of Forth, 
and the beaches and rocky shorelines and the beaches and rocky shorelines 

The Edinburgh coastline is important The Edinburgh coastline is important 

stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there stretching from Port Edgar in the west to Joppa in the east.  Although there 
are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain are significant development pressures along the coastal strip there remain 

waterfront join the array of docks, waterfront join the array of docks, 
harbours and water treatment works harbours and water treatment works 
found along its length. found along its length. 

Much of the marine and coastal area, Much of the marine and coastal area, 
whether developed or semi-natural is of whether developed or semi-natural is of 
huge importance to seabirds and is legally huge importance to seabirds and is legally 
protected by international and national protected by international and national 
designations.designations.

The Firth of Forth has multiple designations The Firth of Forth has multiple designations 
for its internationally important assemblages of for its internationally important assemblages of 
breeding and migratory birds, alongside important breeding and migratory birds, alongside important 

353535353535353535



Terns at Imperial Dock Lock SPA

Much of the Edinburgh coastline is protected 
specifically from commercial harvesting of shellfish as a 
result of a Special Nature Conservation Order (SNCO) 
implemented by the (then) Scottish Executive in 2003.

The legislative framework which controls activities 
in our marine and coastal region is due to change as 
the UK Marine & Coastal Access Bill and the Scottish 
Marine Bill are debated and enacted.

objectIves

The objectives of this Habitat Action Plan remain 
broadly similar to those of the previous version, 
namely:

To maintain the extent and quality of Edinburgh’s 
marine and coastal habitats through targeted 
conservation action, including actions to enhance 
where appropriate.  This will be achieved by:

1. Protecting important habitats, including 
UKBAP Priority Habitats, designated sites, and 
important bird roosting sites;

2. Acting to conserve species of conservation 
concern, including UKBAP Priority Species, 
legally protected species and locally important 
species;

3. To raise awareness of the Edinburgh coastline 
and marine environment via public engagement 
events and education materials.

AchIevements 

Over the last 5 years the following progress has been 
made by the Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership to 
safeguard and enhance biodiversity in marine and 
coastal areas:

• Habitat improvement works have been carried 
out on Inchmickery island for the benefit of the 
breeding tern populations.

• A programme of invasive non-native species 
removal has taken place at the coastal sand dune 
systems near Cramond.

• The Imperial Dock Lock, Leith was designated in 
2004 as an SPA, safeguarding the internationally 
important colony of breeding terns.

• Annual and monthly counts of waders and seabirds 
have been carried out.  This informs the broader 
conservation community as well as Planning 
processes within the City of Edinburgh Council.

• An annual programme of monitoring field gentian 
(Gentianella campestris) has been carried out to 
assess population levels and threats.  This has 
resulted in appropriate habitat management being 
carried out to maintain the population of this rare 
coastal plant species.

• Public engagement works have included: regular 
coastal guided walks and school visits; beach clean-
ups; and the installation of new interpretation 
panels at Cramond.
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Flock of Knots can be seen in the Forth Estuary

ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh 
Biodiversity Partnership organisations:

Action Organisations

Protect, via Planning-related mechanisms, all coastal bird roost sites 
identified by RSPB

CEC Planning, SNH, 
RSPB

Maintain management for the benefit of biodiversity at: designated 
sites (SPA, SSSI) and other appropriate sites including candidate sites 
and Countryside Ranger-managed sites

SNH, CEC CRS, 
Landowners

Provide interpretation of biodiversity and geodiversity features at 
appropriate sites through provision of guided walks and printed 
materials

SNH, CEC CRS, FEF

Monitor the condition of sites with national or international 
designations (SPA, SSSI)

SNH

Promote access along Edinburgh’s coastal walkways and develop this 
network in line with the Waterfront Promenade Strategy

CEC

Carry out beach clean-ups to remove man-made litter at various 
locations across the region

FEF, CEC Park Rangers

Undertake bird survey work, including: monthly WeBS counts; annual 
Rocky Shore counts; National Bird Atlas and South-East Scotland Bird 
Atlas work; and annual mute swan census

CEC CRS, BTO, SOC, 
WWT, RSPB

Share knowledge of current research into Marine and Coastal topics 
relevant to Edinburgh (including research on tern ecology, seabird 
populations, UKBAP priority marine habitats and species)

EBP

Funded ActIons
The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations 
during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded in the 
Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
habitat

MC01 Act to conserve the coastal sand dunes 
(a UKBAP Priority Habitat) at Cramond, 
focussing on the control of invasive non-
native species (Japanese rose, bracken, 
Japanese knotweed, sycamore).

CEC CRS 1. Create a management plan for the coastal sand 
dunes by end 2011 

2. Implement an annual programme of invasive 
species control (as specified in management 
plan) from 2011 to 2015

Priority 
species

MC02 Monitor field gentian, a Vulnerable and 
UKBAP Priority Species found at Hound 
Point, Dalmeny Estate.

ENHS, BTCV, CEC 
Biodiversity Officers

1. Annual monitoring and recording of population 
2. Prevent scrub encroachment via annual 

programme of habitat management 
3. Research the potential for establishing new 

populations of field gentian at appropriate 
locations by end 2012

Priority 
species

MC03 Continue to monitor the populations of 
common and roseate terns at their nesting 
and breeding locations around the Firth of 
Forth.

Forth Seabird Group 1. Annual monitoring and recording of tern 
populations throughout the Firth of Forth, to 
2015

Raising 
Awareness

MC04 Publish an audit of historical research on 
biodiversity topics carried out in the Firth 
of Forth.

FEF 1. Report to be published before end 2010

Raising 
Awareness

MC05 Seek local opportunities to respond to the 
UK and Scottish Marine Bills.

FEF, CEC 1. Appropriate targets will be added once the 
Marine Bills have been enacted.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

37373737373737373737

Maintain management for the benefit of biodiversity at: designated Maintain management for the benefit of biodiversity at: designated 
sites (SPA, SSSI) and other appropriate sites including candidate sites sites (SPA, SSSI) and other appropriate sites including candidate sites 

Provide interpretation of biodiversity and geodiversity features at Provide interpretation of biodiversity and geodiversity features at 
appropriate sites through provision of guided walks and printed appropriate sites through provision of guided walks and printed 

Protect, via Planning-related mechanisms, all coastal bird roost sites Protect, via Planning-related mechanisms, all coastal bird roost sites 

Maintain management for the benefit of biodiversity at: designated Maintain management for the benefit of biodiversity at: designated 
sites (SPA, SSSI) and other appropriate sites including candidate sites sites (SPA, SSSI) and other appropriate sites including candidate sites 

Provide interpretation of biodiversity and geodiversity features at Provide interpretation of biodiversity and geodiversity features at 

Monitor the condition of sites with national or international Monitor the condition of sites with national or international 

Promote access along Edinburgh’s coastal walkways and develop this Promote access along Edinburgh’s coastal walkways and develop this 

Flock of Knots can be seen in the Forth EstuaryFlock of Knots can be seen in the Forth EstuaryFlock of Knots can be seen in the Forth EstuaryFlock of Knots can be seen in the Forth Estuary

SNH, CEC CRS, SNH, CEC CRS, 
LandownersLandowners

SNH, CEC CRS, FEFSNH, CEC CRS, FEF

Undertake bird survey work, including: monthly WeBS counts; annual Undertake bird survey work, including: monthly WeBS counts; annual 
Rocky Shore counts; National Bird Atlas and South-East Scotland Bird Rocky Shore counts; National Bird Atlas and South-East Scotland Bird 
Atlas work; and annual mute swan censusAtlas work; and annual mute swan census

Share knowledge of current research into Marine and Coastal topics Share knowledge of current research into Marine and Coastal topics 
relevant to Edinburgh (including research on tern ecology, seabird relevant to Edinburgh (including research on tern ecology, seabird 
populations, UKBAP priority marine habitats and species)populations, UKBAP priority marine habitats and species)

Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded Funded 
The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations 

SNHSNH

Promote access along Edinburgh’s coastal walkways and develop this Promote access along Edinburgh’s coastal walkways and develop this CECCEC

Carry out beach clean-ups to remove man-made litter at various Carry out beach clean-ups to remove man-made litter at various FEF, CEC Park RangersFEF, CEC Park Rangers

during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded in the during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded in the 
Biodiversity Action Reporting System:Biodiversity Action Reporting System:



Beds of Eelgrass are an important part of the Firth of Forth marine environment

Native oyster
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unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Coastal interpretation Seek opportunities to increase environmental 
interpretation alongside existing coastal 
initiatives (e.g. Edinburgh Waterfront 
Promenade).

EBP

Native oyster 
reintroduction to the 
Firth of Forth

Support the pilot study being carried out by 
the University of Stirling into the feasibility of 
reintroduction of the native oyster (a UKBAP 
Priority Species) to the Firth of Forth, by securing 
agreements with landowners to suspend oyster 
baskets at a number of sites along the coastline.

CEC, FEF, UOS

Assessment of zostera 
(eelgrass) beds

Survey and map the extent and condition of 
zostera beds (a UKBAP Priority Habitat) around 
Edinburgh.

EBP

Artificial nest sites for 
seabirds

Assess current methods, effectiveness and 
potential locations for artificial nest sites for 
seabirds along the Edinburgh coastline.

EBP
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Upland habitat at Bonaly reflected in the reservoir

Balerno

Threipmuir 
Reservoir
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Uplands

IntroductIon

The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main 
upland area within Edinburgh, contains a range 
of different habitat types and land uses, including 
heather moorland, woodland, cleughs, grassland, 
reservoirs, burns and farmland.   These habitats 
form a mosaic of niches for species throughout 
the Park.  There are clear links here to other 
Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland 
and Wetlands.  This Uplands plan will concentrate 
on actions specifically for heather moorland and 
cleughs, which are not covered by the other Habitat 
Action Plans.

The majority of heather moorland and cleughs within 
the Edinburgh area are located in the Pentland Hills 
Regional Park.  To be most effective in conserving and 
enhancing these habitats, the entire Regional Park will be 
considered, not just the City of Edinburgh Council area.  
Liaison with other existing Local Biodiversity Partnerships 
will facilitate park-wide action for biodiversity, working with the Park staff 
and landowners to achieve objectives across local authority boundaries.

objectIves

1. Protect and enhance the quality and extent of 
existing heather moorland;

2. Implement a programme of review and 
improvement/replanting of suitable cleugh 
sites, linking to the ongoing juniper expansion 
programme in the Juniper Species Action Plan;

3. Liaise with landowners and land managers 
to encourage and implement an overall best 
practice management of heather moorlands 
and other habitats;

4. Monitor, and manage as appropriate, priority 
rare species associated with the Upland habitat 
areas;

5. Continue to raise awareness with the wider 
public on the importance and value of upland 
habitats and species.

Key FeAtures For uplAnd bIodIversIty

In addition to the broad habitat types found in the 
uplands, which are targeted in the Edinburgh LBAP 
(e.g. Heather Moorland, Woodlands, Wetlands), 
the following features have been identified as being 
important for species diversity:

• Basic upland flushes and burnsides are important 
for mosses.

• Wet, base-rich areas are important for bryophytes.

• Acid grassland areas rich in grass species

The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main 
upland area within Edinburgh, contains a range upland area within Edinburgh, contains a range 
of different habitat types and land uses, including of different habitat types and land uses, including 
heather moorland, woodland, cleughs, grassland, heather moorland, woodland, cleughs, grassland, 
reservoirs, burns and farmland.   These habitats reservoirs, burns and farmland.   These habitats 

The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main The Pentlands Hill Regional Park, which is the main 
upland area within Edinburgh, contains a range upland area within Edinburgh, contains a range 
of different habitat types and land uses, including of different habitat types and land uses, including of different habitat types and land uses, including of different habitat types and land uses, including 

reservoirs, burns and farmland.   These habitats reservoirs, burns and farmland.   These habitats 
form a mosaic of niches for species throughout form a mosaic of niches for species throughout 
the Park.  There are clear links here to other the Park.  There are clear links here to other 
Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland 

Action Plans.Action Plans.

The majority of heather moorland and cleughs within The majority of heather moorland and cleughs within 
the Edinburgh area are located in the Pentland Hills the Edinburgh area are located in the Pentland Hills 
Regional Park.  To be most effective in conserving and Regional Park.  To be most effective in conserving and 
enhancing these habitats, the entire Regional Park will be enhancing these habitats, the entire Regional Park will be 
considered, not just the City of Edinburgh Council area.  considered, not just the City of Edinburgh Council area.  
Liaison with other existing Local Biodiversity Partnerships Liaison with other existing Local Biodiversity Partnerships 
will facilitate park-wide action for biodiversity, working with the Park staff will facilitate park-wide action for biodiversity, working with the Park staff 

Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland Habitat Action Plans such as Farmland, Woodland 
and Wetlands.  This Uplands plan will concentrate and Wetlands.  This Uplands plan will concentrate and Wetlands.  This Uplands plan will concentrate and Wetlands.  This Uplands plan will concentrate 
on actions specifically for heather moorland and on actions specifically for heather moorland and 
cleughs, which are not covered by the other Habitat cleughs, which are not covered by the other Habitat 

and landowners to achieve objectives across local authority boundaries.and landowners to achieve objectives across local authority boundaries.
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Red Moss raised bog in the Pentlands is 
managed by the Scottish Wildlife Trustmanaged by the Scottish Wildlife Trustmanaged by the Scottish Wildlife Trust
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ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:

Action Organisations

Carry out annual breeding bird survey, with 
volunteers, in Bonaly Country Park.

PHRS

Monitor hieroglyphic ladybird Coccinella 
hieroglyphica, common blue butterfly Polyommatus 
icarus, six spot burnet moth Zygaena filipendulae, 
large red damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula, green 
hairstreak butterfly Callophrys rubi and carry out a 
moorland moths survey.

PHRS

Liaise with other local authorities over uplands 
habitat management.

PHRS, CEC, 
SNH

Continue Ranger-led awareness, involvement and 
interpretation activities within the Pentland Hills 
Regional Park.

PHRS

Funded ActIons

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations 
during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded in the 
Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action # Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
habitat

UP01 Implement a heather 
management, grazing and 
muirburn programme in Bonaly 
Country Park.

PHRS 1. Construct fencing to allow controlled grazing by 2010. 
2. Introduce controlled winter grazing by 2010 
3. Produce a muirburn plan by 2010 
4. Commence a muirburn programme by 2011.

Priority 
habitat

UP02 Produce a Rural Management 
Plan for Castlelaw Ranges 
which incorporates biodiversity 
conservation including heather 
moorland management.

MOD Defence Estates 1. Produce a Rural Management Plan for Castlelaw by 2011.  
2. Consider heather moorland management requirements by 

2011. 
3. Implement any heather moorland management by 2013.

Priority 
habitat 

UP03 Promote best practice in heather 
moorland management and the 
funding available under SRDP to 
landowners in the Regional Park.

PHRS, CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, SNH

1. Produce at least two newsletter articles or other promotional 
materials for land managers about heather moorland 
management and funding options by 2013. 

2. Circulate best practice guidance as it becomes available, 
ongoing.

Priority 
habitat

UP04 Produce a list of sites within the 
PHRP for cleugh restoration.

PHRS, CEC 
Biodiversity Officers, 
ELFHNP

1. Produce a report outlining proposals for cleugh restoration, 
highlighting potential sites and the biodiversity benefits, by 
end of 2011.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Cleugh restoration Based on a list of sites produced by PHRS, carry out a programme of 
cleugh restoration.

PHRP, FCS, CEC, ELGT

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:
The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:
The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:
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The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
gogogogo

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
gogogogogogo

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
gogogogogooooooo

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 

1. Produce a Rural Management Plan for Castlelaw by 2011.  1. Produce a Rural Management Plan for Castlelaw by 2011.  
2. Consider heather moorland management requirements by 2. Consider heather moorland management requirements by 
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Woodlands
IntroductIon

Woodlands within the Edinburgh area 
represent a valuable resource for people and 
wildlife alike.  As the natural vegetation 
type for much of the British Isles, mature 
woodland represents an ancient habitat 
which is rich in biodiversity, supporting 
a range of species which do not occur 
in any other habitat type – particularly 
invertebrates, fungi and lichens.  In 
addition to the biodiversity benefits, trees 
and woodlands provide other benefits: shelter, 
screening, attractive landscapes, recreation, 
pollution reduction and raw materials.

objectIves

The different woodland areas within Edinburgh 
have a range of ongoing requirements.  Immediate 
and appropriate management of existing sites is 
critical to the conservation of woodland biodiversity, 
but for long term ecosystem function, improving 
woodland connectivity to link up fragmented and 
isolated areas of woodland is essential to allow the 
movement of species.  This also helps to mitigate the 
effects of climate change in the long term by allowing 
species to move through the landscape as much as 
possible, in response to changing conditions.  

Existing areas of semi-natural mixed woodland 
require ongoing appropriate management and 
protection to maintain and enhance the biodiversity 
within them.  The few remaining ancient woodland 
sites represent a particularly rich resource of 
biodiversity, due to their long continuity of tree 
cover and presence of populations of species which 
can be very slow to colonise new areas and require 
ecologically functional areas of woodland for their 
continued presence.  The new woodlands successfully 
planted across the city require suitable management 
to ensure their ongoing establishment.  Further 
increasing areas of new woodland, particularly in 
line with the Forest Habitat Networks initiative, will 
be integral to the delivery of this plan.  

Our key aims to protect and enhance 
woodland biodiversity across the city are:

1. Continue to protect existing biodiversity-rich 
and ancient woodland sites;

2. Enhance and restore existing sites as 
appropriate, including ground flora 
enhancement;

3. Identify resources to manage existing 
woodlands;

4. Create new woodlands, prioritising new 
planting to extend or link existing sites, using 
best practice.

5. Provide advice to land managers, developers 
and planners on protection, management and 
best practice for woodlands and woodland 
species, including integration with and buffering 
of new development.

6. Engage with community groups, community 
councils and other stakeholders regarding tree 
and woodland issues.

7. Raise awareness with the public and land 
managers about the importance and benefits of 
woodlands and woodland species.

represent a valuable resource for people and represent a valuable resource for people and 
wildlife alike.  As the natural vegetation wildlife alike.  As the natural vegetation 
type for much of the British Isles, mature type for much of the British Isles, mature 
woodland represents an ancient habitat woodland represents an ancient habitat 
which is rich in biodiversity, supporting which is rich in biodiversity, supporting 

represent a valuable resource for people and represent a valuable resource for people and represent a valuable resource for people and represent a valuable resource for people and 

which is rich in biodiversity, supporting which is rich in biodiversity, supporting 
a range of species which do not occur a range of species which do not occur 
in any other habitat type – particularly in any other habitat type – particularly 
invertebrates, fungi and lichens.  In invertebrates, fungi and lichens.  In 
addition to the biodiversity benefits, trees addition to the biodiversity benefits, trees 
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The different woodland areas within Edinburgh The different woodland areas within Edinburgh 
have a range of ongoing requirements.  Immediate have a range of ongoing requirements.  Immediate 
and appropriate management of existing sites is and appropriate management of existing sites is 
critical to the conservation of woodland biodiversity, critical to the conservation of woodland biodiversity, 
but for long term ecosystem function, improving but for long term ecosystem function, improving 

and woodlands provide other benefits: shelter, and woodlands provide other benefits: shelter, 

woodland connectivity to link up fragmented and woodland connectivity to link up fragmented and 
isolated areas of woodland is essential to allow the isolated areas of woodland is essential to allow the 
movement of species.  This also helps to mitigate the movement of species.  This also helps to mitigate the 

managers about the importance and benefits of managers about the importance and benefits of managers about the importance and benefits of 
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Wooded river corridors like the Hermitage of Braid are great for wildlife and people
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AchIevements

The main successes delivered by the partnership are:

• A Forest Habitat Network for Edinburgh and Lothians launched in 
June 2007 and the Edinburgh and Lothians Forest Habitat Network 
Partnership formed in 2008;

• The Edinburgh and Lothians Forestry Framework published 2008 and 
habitat network maps available online;

• Woodlands In and Around Towns (WIAT) funding secured and 
approximately £900k spent on management works carried out at key 
woodland sites owned by CEC;

• Tree warden scheme run for volunteers;

• Management plans in place for all large semi natural woodland areas 
owned by CEC;

• Native tree nursery project set up in partnership with Enable Scotland, 
at the Inch nursery, with local provenance trees provided to schools and 
other sites;    

• The Supplementary Planning Guidance ‘Trees and Development’ has 
been updated;

• Deadwood management work implemented where appropriate, to 
benefit a range of species.

The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:

A F

The main successes delivered by the partnership are:
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The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:
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The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:
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The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:
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The main successes delivered by the partnership are:The main successes delivered by the partnership are:
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All types of dead wood are important for biodiversity within a woodland ecosystem
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woodlAnd mAnAgement - FeAtures whIch IncreAse bIodIversIty 

When looking at any woodland area, it is possible to identify indicators which can demonstrate how good the area 
is for biodiversity.  These are:

• A good diversity of tree species, both broadleaved and conifer, particularly native species.

• A diversity of age and size of 
trees, from young regeneration 
to standing damaged or dead 
trees.

• Presence of undergrowth 
and diversity of undergrowth 
structure and composition.

• Presence of fallen dead wood 
and deep leaf litter.

• Gap sites, glades and rides 
which allow light to filter to 
ground level.

• Areas of bare or disturbed soil.

• A range of dry and damp or wet 
areas.

• Presence of transitional 
woodland edge habitats or 
riparian corridors.

The presence of these features in woodland indicates that suitable habitats are available for a wide range of species, 
in other words the woodland is of high value to  biodiversity.  This is especially true for ancient or long-established 
semi-natural woodlands.   Woodland management should identify and protect these features where they already 
exist, and encourage them on suitable or new woodland areas.  

The connectivity of woodland habitats is also an important factor – sites which are linked to other open habitats or 
woodlands, creating green networks, have an increased value for biodiversity by allowing species to move through 
the landscape, and may give additional benefits such as recreation and access.

Buffering of woodlands is important for habitat protection.  Development within 30 metres of trees may have a 
negative impact and should be avoided or mitigated.

The Phase 1 Habitat Survey for Edinburgh 2001/02 found that base-rich mixed Elm and Ash woodland tended 
to be the most diverse and species rich.  Good examples of woodland habitat in Edinburgh can be found at 
Craigmillar Castle Park, Corstorphine Hill and Ravelston Woods LNR, Hermitage of Braid LNR, Bawsinch, 
Cammo Estate and the riparian corridors of the Water of Leith, River Almond and Gogar Burn.  Many other 
examples can be found, on both public and private land.

434343434343434343

to standing damaged or dead to standing damaged or dead 

structure and composition.structure and composition.

resence of fallen dead wood resence of fallen dead wood 

All types of dead wood are important for biodiversity within a woodland ecosystemAll types of dead wood are important for biodiversity within a woodland ecosystemAll types of dead wood are important for biodiversity within a woodland ecosystemAll types of dead wood are important for biodiversity within a woodland ecosystem

When looking at any woodland area, it is possible to identify indicators which can demonstrate how good the area When looking at any woodland area, it is possible to identify indicators which can demonstrate how good the area 

AAreas of bare or disturbed soil.reas of bare or disturbed soil.

A raA range of dry and damp or wet nge of dry and damp or wet 
areas.areas.

PPresence of transitional resence of transitional 
woodland edge habitats or woodland edge habitats or 
riparian corridors.riparian corridors.

The presence of these features in woodland indicates that suitable habitats are available for a wide range of species, The presence of these features in woodland indicates that suitable habitats are available for a wide range of species, 
in other words the woodland is of high value to  biodiversity.  This is especially true for ancient or long-established in other words the woodland is of high value to  biodiversity.  This is especially true for ancient or long-established 
semi-natural woodlands.   Woodland management should identify and protect these features where they already semi-natural woodlands.   Woodland management should identify and protect these features where they already 



Individual trees, especially old trees, are also important for wildlife such as insects and birds
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ongoIng ActIons And polIcIes

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Organisations

Continue to implement woodland management plans at key CEC owned woodland sites, in line with 
the UK Woodland Assurance Standard and UK Forestry Standards.

CEC Forestry Service and CEC CRS

Produce new management plans for Corstorphine Hill LNR and Craigmillar Castle Park which enhance 
the biodiversity of the woodland habitat.

CEC Forestry Service and CEC CRS 

Continue to promote and support delivery of the Edinburgh and Lothians Forest Habitat Network. FCS, CEC, ELFHNP

Protect woodlands and trees through the Planning system by implementing the CEC ‘Trees and 
Development’ guideline and BS 5837 ‘Trees in relation to construction’

CEC Planning

Encourage and advise on woodland creation associated with new development, especially the use of 
native species.  Ensure that the development management process delivers management plans and 
sustainable regimes for woodland habitats.

CEC Planning, CEC Forestry Service, FCS

Continue to identify and secure resources for woodland management. CEC Forestry Service, FCS

Continue to promote management and creation of woodlands through funding schemes (SRDP, WIAT), 
prioritising woodland creation in line with the Edinburgh and Lothians Forest Habitat Network.

FCS

Continue to monitor and control Dutch Elm disease across Edinburgh. CEC Forestry Service

Support the Tree Warden Scheme for volunteers. CEC Forestry Service

Hold awareness raising events relating to woodlands and woodland biodiversity, including community 
group projects and activity days for ‘Friends’ and other groups.

CEC CRS, CEC Forestry Service

Encourage native tree planting and woodland management in school grounds through the Forest 
Schools initiative and other work.

CEC CRS, FCS

Erect nesting boxes for birds (including barn owls) at key sites. CEC CRS

Promote new woodland creation through the MOREwoods scheme. Woodland Trust Scotland

Continue to update and assess the Heritage Tree register.  Continue to monitor and manage existing 
Heritage trees, and identify Heritage Trees not already covered by Tree Preservation Orders so that, 
where appropriate, Tree Preservation Orders can be made.

CEC Forestry Service

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:
The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:
The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:
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Funded ActIons

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Grouping Action  no. Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
Habitat

WD01 Using the revised information on 
notable species, review woodland site 
information for Edinburgh to identify 
conservation priorities for each site and 
inform site management plans.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, 
CEC Forestry 
Service, CEC 
CRS.

1. Produce a conservation framework on notable woodland 
species by 2010 

2. Incorporate guidance into management plans for CEC sites, by 
2015

Priority 
habitat

WD02 Secure WIAT funding for Bonaly County 
Park woodlands.

PHRS, ELFHNP, 
FCS

1. Secure WIAT funding for the management of Bonaly Country 
Park woodlands by 2010. 

2. Implement management works by 2015.

Priority 
habitat

WD03 Continue to promote the Forest Habitat 
Network and create or restore woodland 
links, particularly using native species.

ELFHNP 1. Hold or attend promotional events, as opportunities arise. 
2. Expand the Forest Habitat Network in Edinburgh as 

opportunities arise.

Priority 
habitat

WD04 Bring all woodland sites owned by CEC 
under active management.

CEC Forestry 
Service

1. Produce management plans for all woodland sites owned by 
CEC by 2015.

Priority 
habitat

WD05 Assess the management of privately 
owned woodland Local Nature 
Conservation Sites.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, FCS

1. For all woodland LNCS sites produce an up to date list of 
landowners and site information, such as management plans, 
by end 2010. 

2. Liaise with and advise all landowners about appropriate 
management and available funding by 2014.

Priority 
habitat

WD06 Update the Development Quality 
Handbook guidance on ‘Quality of 
Landscaping in Development’.

CEC Built 
and Natural 
Heritage

1. Update the Development Quality Handbook guidance on 
Quality of Landscaping in Development by end 2010.

Priority 
Habitat

WD07 Re-draft the Urban Forestry Strategy for 
Edinburgh, incorporating the ELFHN and 
key aspects of woodland biodiversity 
such as habitat structure, extent, 
species composition, veteran trees and 
deadwood management.

CEC Forestry 
Service, CEC 
CRS, CEC Built 
and Natural 
Heritage.

1. Produce a consultation draft by spring 2010.

Priority 
Habitat

WD08 Hold a deadwood management event for 
Forestry Service and Countryside Ranger 
Service staff.

CEC Forestry 
Service, CEC 
CRS.

1. Carry out a deadwood management event for Forestry Service 
and Ranger Service staff, to inform a deadwood management 
process for the Urban Forestry Strategy, by end 2010.

Priority 
Habitat

WD09 Ensure monitoring of the impact of 
the Water of Leith and Braid Burn 
flood prevention works on bankside 
trees and other wetland vegetation is 
implemented.

CEC 
Structures 
and Flooding

1. Ensure monitoring of the impact of the Water of Leith and 
Braid Burn flood prevention works on bankside trees and other 
wetland vegetation is implemented, once works are complete.

Priority 
Habitat

WD10 Continue to develop the native tree 
nursery at the Inch using volunteers, 
Tree Wardens and ‘Friends’ groups for 
seed collection and planting at local 
sites.

CEC Forestry 
Unit, Tree 
Wardens, 
ENABLE 
Scotland

1. Develop a further programme of seed collection, propagation 
and planting out before autumn 2011. 

2. Carry out annual seed collection and propagation until 2015 
3. Plant out new stock from 2012.

Priority 
habitat

WD11 Carry out management works at selected 
Millennium Forest sites using volunteers 
to increase community involvement and 
link to community health projects.

CEC Forestry 
Unit, ENABLE 
Scotland, New 
Caledonian 
Woodlands.

1. Carry out management works at selected sites and provide all 
support required to volunteers, ongoing to 2015. 

2. Identify further opportunities for community involvement 
with woodlands management, by 2011.

454545454545454545

conservation priorities for each site and conservation priorities for each site and 
inform site management plans.inform site management plans.

WD02 Secure WIAT funding for Bonaly County WD02 Secure WIAT funding for Bonaly County 

notable species, review woodland site notable species, review woodland site 
information for Edinburgh to identify information for Edinburgh to identify 
conservation priorities for each site and conservation priorities for each site and CEC Forestry CEC Forestry 

Service, CEC Service, CEC 
CRS.CRS.

WD03 Continue to promote the Forest Habitat WD03 Continue to promote the Forest Habitat 
Network and create or restore woodland Network and create or restore woodland 
links, particularly using native species.links, particularly using native species.

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 

1. Produce a conservation framework on notable woodland 1. Produce a conservation framework on notable woodland 

2. Incorporate guidance into management plans for CEC sites, by 2. Incorporate guidance into management plans for CEC sites, by 
CEC Forestry CEC Forestry 
Service, CEC Service, CEC 

2. Incorporate guidance into management plans for CEC sites, by 2. Incorporate guidance into management plans for CEC sites, by 
20152015

, ELFHNP, , ELFHNP, 1. Secure WIAT funding for the management of Bonaly Country 1. Secure WIAT funding for the management of Bonaly Country 

Priority Priority 
habitathabitat

Priority Priority 
HabitatHabitat

WD03 Continue to promote the Forest Habitat WD03 Continue to promote the Forest Habitat 
Network and create or restore woodland Network and create or restore woodland 
links, particularly using native species.links, particularly using native species.

ELFHNPELFHNP
2. Expand the Forest Habitat Network in Edinburgh as 2. Expand the Forest Habitat Network in Edinburgh as 

WD04 Bring all woodland sites owned by CEC WD04 Bring all woodland sites owned by CEC CEC Forestry CEC Forestry 
ServiceService

CEC CEC 
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Grouping Action  no. Action description Who? Targets

Priority 
habitat

WD12 Ensure when assessing funding 
applications, delivery of LBAP priorities 
and biodiversity enhancement, including 
native species use, are required as part 
of outcomes.

FCS 1. Ensure when assessing funding applications, delivery of LBAP 
priorities and biodiversity enhancement are required as part 
of outcomes.

Priority 
habitat

WD13 Use current survey data to identify 
species rich hedgerows which can be 
targeted for enhancement or expansion.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Review current survey data to identify species rich hedgerows 
by 2010. 

2. Identify sites for hedgerow creation or enhancement by 2010.

Priority 
habitat

WD14 Engage with NHS Lothian to explore the 
potential to include the establishment of 
native species hedges and tree plantings 
in all NHS developments and existing 
sites.

CEC Planning, 
NHS Lothian

1. Engage with NHS Lothian to explore the potential to include 
the establishment of native species hedges and tree plantings 
in all NHS developments and existing sites.

Priority 
habitat

WD15 Plant specimen global Red List tree 
species at suitable sites across the city, 
in partnership with RBGE.

CEC Forestry 
Service, RBGE.

1. Plant specimen global Red List tree species at suitable sites 
across the city, in partnership with RBGE.

Priority 
species

WD16 Include bee friendly trees in planting 
schemes across the city.

CEC Forestry 
Service

1. Include bee friendly trees in planting schemes across the city, 
as appropriate.

Priority 
species

WD18 Continue to monitor presence of golden 
sock (Phaeolepiota aurea) at known sites 
and liaise with land managers to ensure 
provision of disturbed ground.

ENHS, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Identify site managers annually to 2015. 
2. Monitor presence annually to 2015.

Priority 
species

WD19 Investigate known sites and liaise with 
land managers to ensure favourable 
management for heath cudweed 
(Gnaphalium sylvaticum).  This species is 
Endangered and an SBL priority.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, 
WOLCT

1. Obtain up to date records for Heath Cudweed, by 2010 
2. Using current survey data identify sites which require 

management and advise landowners, by 2011

Priority 
species

WD20 Where giant bellflower (Campanula 
latifolia) occurs, prevent scrub 
encroachment.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC 
SFC, WOLCT

1. Using current survey data identify sites which require 
management and advise landowners, by 2011. 

 2. Using current survey data identify sites which require 
management and advise landowners, by 2011.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unFunded projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Ancient woodlands Liaise with landowners to provide advice on appropriate management and restoration of 
ancient woodland sites. Aim to bring all AWI sites under appropriate management by 2015.

CEC, FCS, WTS

Local Nature Conservation Sites Assess the management of privately owned woodland Local Nature Conservation Sites.  Aim 
to bring woodland LNCS sites under appropriate management by 2015.

CEC

Hedgerows Create and/or enhance species-rich hedgerows at sites identified as having best potential to 
improve wildlife habitat.

CEC

Orchards Create at least 3 new community orchards within Edinburgh. CEC

Ground flora Develop a ground flora enhancement project, possibly tied to a propagation scheme run at 
the Inch nursery.

CEC

Assessment of sites important 
for lower plants and fungi.

Carry out an assessment of sites important for lower plants and fungi. CEC, SES Fungus 
Group.

Interpretation Produce a suite of interpretation materials for woodland sites – panels, leaflets and web-
based information.

ELGT, CEC CRS, 
PHRS.

Small scale restoration or 
enhancement projects

Identify sites or projects which are below minimum funding thresholds but would benefit 
from enhancement or restoration, possibly as part of a community project.

CEC.

Priority 
habitat
Priority 
habitat
Priority 
habitat

Grouping Action  no. Action descriptionGrouping Action  no. Action description

Priority Priority 

Grouping Action  no. Action description

Priority Priority Priority Priority Priority 

Grouping Action  no. Action descriptionGrouping Action  no. Action description

Priority Priority 

Grouping Action  no. Action descriptionGrouping Action  no. Action description

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

Liaise with landowners to provide advice on appropriate management and restoration of Liaise with landowners to provide advice on appropriate management and restoration of 
ancient woodland sites. Aim to bring all AWI sites under appropriate management by 2015.ancient woodland sites. Aim to bring all AWI sites under appropriate management by 2015.

Local Nature Conservation Sites Assess the management of privately owned woodland Local Nature Conservation Sites.  Aim Local Nature Conservation Sites Assess the management of privately owned woodland Local Nature Conservation Sites.  Aim 
to bring woodland LNCS sites under appropriate management by 2015.to bring woodland LNCS sites under appropriate management by 2015.

Create and/or enhance species-rich hedgerows at sites identified as having best potential to Create and/or enhance species-rich hedgerows at sites identified as having best potential to 

Create at least 3 new community orchards within Edinburgh.Create at least 3 new community orchards within Edinburgh.

Develop a ground flora enhancement project, possibly tied to a propagation scheme run at Develop a ground flora enhancement project, possibly tied to a propagation scheme run at 

Carry out an assessment of sites important for lower plants and fungi.Carry out an assessment of sites important for lower plants and fungi.

 2. Using current survey data identify sites which require  2. Using current survey data identify sites which require 

for lower plants and fungi.for lower plants and fungi.

InterpretationInterpretation

Small scale restoration or Small scale restoration or 
enhancement projectsenhancement projects
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OrchardsOrchards

Ground floraGround flora

Assessment of sites important Assessment of sites important 
for lower plants and fungi.for lower plants and fungi.

InterpretationInterpretation

Small scale restoration or Small scale restoration or 
enhancement projectsenhancement projects
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Badger 
(Meles meles)

Description

Badgers are omnivorous mammals 
which are active at night.  They 
live in extended family groups, 
in systems of underground 
tunnels and chambers, known 
as setts.  These can be situated 
almost anywhere that has diggable 
free-draining soil, but are most 
common on sloping ground in 
woodland, hedgerows, open 
fields or gardens.  They are highly 
territorial animals, vigorously 
defending their feeding areas 
against neighbouring clans.

status

Badgers were historically persecuted across the UK 
during the 17th and 18th centuries, and brought close 
to the point of extinction by the beginning of the 20th 
century.  Since then numbers have slowly recovered 
and, following the Protection of Badgers Act in 1992, 
Scotland is now estimated to have 9,000 social groups.  

While now fairly widespread across the UK, badgers 
remain at risk from persecution, death through road 
traffic accident and habitat loss.  The loss of key foraging 
areas and the creation of barriers to movement through 
development are both threats to urban and rural badger 
populations.  In Edinburgh, there is a long established 
active population of badgers on Corstorphine Hill, with 
greater numbers in the rural areas to the west and south of 
the city.  Recent records show a spread of badgers and records 
of setts to the north of the city centre.

context anD review of past action

Advisory, survey and monitoring work carried out by dedicated volunteers 
has been invaluable in Edinburgh in providing data to help protect our 
badger population, particularly the maps of setts which are available to the 
City of Edinburgh Council’s Planning function.

Badgers are omnivorous mammals Badgers are omnivorous mammals 
which are active at night.  They which are active at night.  They 

as setts.  These can be situated as setts.  These can be situated 
almost anywhere that has diggable almost anywhere that has diggable 
free-draining soil, but are most free-draining soil, but are most 

defending their feeding areas defending their feeding areas 
against neighbouring clans.against neighbouring clans.

atusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatus

Badgers were historically persecuted across the UK Badgers were historically persecuted across the UK 
during the 17th and 18th centuries, and brought close during the 17th and 18th centuries, and brought close 
to the point of extinction by the beginning of the 20th to the point of extinction by the beginning of the 20th 
century.  Since then numbers have slowly recovered century.  Since then numbers have slowly recovered 
and, following the Protection of Badgers Act in 1992, and, following the Protection of Badgers Act in 1992, 
Scotland is now estimated to have 9,000 social groups.  Scotland is now estimated to have 9,000 social groups.  

While now fairly widespread across the UK, badgers While now fairly widespread across the UK, badgers 
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objectives

1.	 To	safeguard	known	populations	of	badgers	in	
Edinburgh;

2.	 To	continue	to	identify	and	protect	sett	sites	
across	the	city.

ongoing actions

The following work programmes are now carried out 
as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Action description Who?

Surveying Continue to survey and record the badger 
population of Edinburgh to monitor their extent and 
distribution, and identify setts where possible.

ELBG, CEC CRS

Statutory protection Continue to protect setts through planning casework 
and advice to developers.

CEC

Statutory protection Provide updated sett maps annually to be used in 
the assessment of planning applications.

ELBG

funDeD actions

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership 
organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded 
in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

BA01 Provide advice to landowners 
and developers on the suitable 
management of different habitats 
(e.g. Woodland, Farmland, Urban etc) 
which is beneficial to badgers and 
allows free movement for feeding.

ELBG, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, SNH

1. Provide advice as 
required.

BA02 Identify and mitigate where possible 
known badger accident black spots 
on roads.

ELBG, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Record and report known 
badger road deaths, as 
required. 

2. Review on a site by 
site basis the options 
for mitigation and 
prevention, as required.

BA03 Ensure all CEC woodland 
management plans fully take account 
of badger setts, foraging habitats 
and routes and connectivity to other 
foraging sites.

CEC Forestry 
Service, CEC 
CRS, ELBG

1. Consult with ELBG when 
drawing up woodland 
management plans for 
sites with known badger 
setts, as required.

BA04 Run guided badger-watching events 
for interested groups.

ELBG, CEC 
CRS

1. Run 3 events annually, as 
required.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

Officers, SNHOfficers, SNH

1. Record and report known 1. Record and report known 
badger road deaths, as badger road deaths, as 
required. required. 

2. Review on a site by 2. Review on a site by 
site basis the options site basis the options 
for mitigation and for mitigation and 
prevention, as required.prevention, as required.

CEC Forestry CEC Forestry 1. Consult with ELBG when 1. Consult with ELBG when 
drawing up woodland drawing up woodland 
management plans for management plans for 
sites with known badger sites with known badger 
setts, as required.setts, as required.

1. Run 3 events annually, as 1. Run 3 events annually, as 

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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of badger setts, foraging habitats of badger setts, foraging habitats 
and routes and connectivity to other and routes and connectivity to other 
foraging sites.foraging sites.

BA04 Run guided badger-watching events BA04 Run guided badger-watching events BA04 Run guided badger-watching events BA04 Run guided badger-watching events 
for interested groups.for interested groups.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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Daubenton’s bat 
(Myotis daubentoni)

Pipistrelle bats 
(Pipistrellus pipstrellus and P. pygmaeus)

Description

Bats are among the most threatened mammals in the 
UK. They have strong legal protection as a European 
Protected Species, and bats and their roosts are 
protected from disturbance.  A licence is required to 
undertake any work which affects bats or their roosts.

The range of roosting sites required, for breeding in 
summer and hibernation in winter, is the key issue 
facing both daubenton’s bat and pipistrelle 
species.  The loss of roosts as buildings or 
structures are developed or refurbished, 
and veteran trees lost, can be 
catastrophic to large colonies of bats.  In 
addition, as green space and woodlands 
are lost to development, key foraging 
habitats are lost or fragmented.

status

Recent survey work undertaken by the 
Lothians Bat Group (LBG) found that 
bats were widely recorded across the city, 
however in very low numbers.  Common 
pipistrelle was equally distributed between 
urban and non-urban habitats, whereas 
Soprano pipistrelle was mainly recorded in 
non-urban habitats.  Daubenton’s bat was 
recorded in low numbers.  Highest levels of bat 
activity were recorded on the River Almond, and 
on two golf courses where water and woodland were 
present.  Soprano pipistrelle in particular is strongly associated with sites 
where water and woodland are both present.

context anD review of past action

The Lothian Bat Group undertakes monitoring of bat box usage; carry out 
bat walks and ad hoc recording and advisory work on request.  Planning 
casework continues to generate survey work to ensure bats are fully 
protected in accordance with legal requirements.  In addition, awareness 
raising work and protection of known roost sites from development work 
are essential to the protection of both bat species.

objectives

1.	 To	maintain	populations	and	
distribution	of	bats	through	
habitat	management	and	
roost	protection;

2.	 To	survey	and	monitor	
populations.

facing both daubenton’s bat and pipistrelle 
species.  The loss of roosts as buildings or 
structures are developed or refurbished, 

catastrophic to large colonies of bats.  In 

bats were widely recorded across the city, 
however in very low numbers.  Common 
pipistrelle was equally distributed between 

Soprano pipistrelle was mainly recorded in 
non-urban habitats.  Daubenton’s bat was 
recorded in low numbers.  Highest levels of bat 
activity were recorded on the River Almond, and 

Bats are among the most threatened mammals in the Bats are among the most threatened mammals in the 
UK. They have strong legal protection as a European UK. They have strong legal protection as a European 

Pipistrelle bats Pipistrelle bats 
(Pipistrellus pipstrellus and P. pygmaeus)(Pipistrellus pipstrellus and P. pygmaeus)(Pipistrellus pipstrellus and P. pygmaeus)

Pipistrelle bats Pipistrelle bats 
(Pipistrellus pipstrellus and P. pygmaeus)

Pipistrelle bats Pipistrelle bats Pipistrelle bats 

UK. They have strong legal protection as a European UK. They have strong legal protection as a European 
Protected Species, and bats and their roosts are Protected Species, and bats and their roosts are 
protected from disturbance.  A licence is required to protected from disturbance.  A licence is required to 
undertake any work which affects bats or their roosts.undertake any work which affects bats or their roosts.

species.  The loss of roosts as buildings or species.  The loss of roosts as buildings or 
structures are developed or refurbished, structures are developed or refurbished, 
and veteran trees lost, can be and veteran trees lost, can be 
catastrophic to large colonies of bats.  In catastrophic to large colonies of bats.  In 
addition, as green space and woodlands addition, as green space and woodlands 
are lost to development, key foraging are lost to development, key foraging 
habitats are lost or fragmented.habitats are lost or fragmented.

UK. They have strong legal protection as a European UK. They have strong legal protection as a European 

protected from disturbance.  A licence is required to protected from disturbance.  A licence is required to 
undertake any work which affects bats or their roosts.undertake any work which affects bats or their roosts.

The range of roosting sites required, for breeding in The range of roosting sites required, for breeding in 
summer and hibernation in winter, is the key issue summer and hibernation in winter, is the key issue 

Recent survey work undertaken by the Recent survey work undertaken by the 
Lothians Bat Group (LBG) found that Lothians Bat Group (LBG) found that 

494949494949494949



50

ongoing actions

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:

Action Action description Who?

Statutory protection Continue to protect bat roost sites through 
planning casework and advice.  

CEC, SNH

Advisory Provide advice on the suitable management 
of different habitats (e.g. Urban, Woodland, 
Watercourses, etc) which is beneficial to bat 
species.

LBG, CEC, SNH

Awareness raising Continue to hold regular events relating to bats 
for members of the public e.g. bat walks

CEC CRS, HSRS, 
WOLCT, ELGT

funDeD actions

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

BT01 Continue to monitor pipistrelle bat boxes as part 
of the bat roost scheme.

LBG 1. Monitor Pipistrelle bat boxes as part of the bat 
roost scheme, annually to 2015

BT02 When dealing with planning casework promote 
the use of bat tubes and bricks into buildings 
and other structures and creation of tree lines 
and hedgerows as part of landscaping should be 
encouraged.

CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage

1. Promote bat friendly development, as 
opportunities arise.

BT03 Where soprano pipistrelle is present on a 
development site, existing woodland and water 
habitat should be retained.

CEC CD 1. Where Soprano Pipistrelle is present on a 
development site, existing woodland and water 
habitat should be retained.

BT04 Work with land and property owners/managers 
to identify suitable sites for the provision and 
erection of bat boxes.

CEC CRS, LBG 1. Erect bat boxes at 3 suitable sites by 2015.

BT05 Carry out ad hoc recording and roost visits as 
requested.

LBG 1. Carry out ad hoc recording and roost visits as 
requested, to 2015.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unfunDeD actions

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisation

Habitat connectivity Investigate the links between areas of high 
pipistrelle activity and known roosting locations, 
to better understand connectivity and habitat 
features of importance to bats.

CEC, LBG

Daubenton’s bat 
survey

Carry out detailed waterway and pond surveys to 
provide further information of the distribution of 
Daubenton’s bats in the city.

LBG, CEC, WOLCT

requested, to 2015.requested, to 2015.

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 

OrganisationOrganisation

Habitat connectivity Investigate the links between areas of high Habitat connectivity Investigate the links between areas of high 
pipistrelle activity and known roosting locations, pipistrelle activity and known roosting locations, 

CEC, LBGCEC, LBG

LBG, CEC, WOLCTLBG, CEC, WOLCT

1. Monitor Pipistrelle bat boxes as part of the bat 1. Monitor Pipistrelle bat boxes as part of the bat 

1. Erect bat boxes at 3 suitable sites by 2015.1. Erect bat boxes at 3 suitable sites by 2015.

505050

Daubenton’s bat Daubenton’s bat 
surveysurvey
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River Almond

Gogar Burn Water of Leith

Niddrie Burn

Otter 
(Lutra lutra)

Description

Otter numbers have shown a 
recovery over the last 20 years, 
and they have begun to recolonise 
rivers in Edinburgh.  There are 
recent records of otters on all of 
Edinburgh’s main watercourses, 
although it is thought that 
the population is still small.  
Improvements to water quality and 
riparian habitat have improved 
conditions for otters across the city.

status

The otter has the highest level of 
legal protection.  It is listed on 
Annexes II and IV of the Habitats 
Directive which gives the species 
protection at a European level.  It is 
a UKBAP species and is also listed 
on the Scottish Biodiversity List of 
priority species.  

context anD review of past action

The conservation of Edinburgh’s otter population is delivered mainly by 
ensuring that there is enough good quality habitat to support it.  This 
includes having well-vegetated banks to provide cover for refuges, couches 
and holts, as well as habitats that provide enough food by supporting a 
good fish population.  Protecting otters and their habitat in the Planning 
system is essential both to comply with European legislation and to ensure 
their continued survival in areas where development pressure is great.

objectives

1.	 To	maintain	a	stable	
population	of	otters	in	
Edinburgh;

2.	 To	protect	key	otter	habitats	
and	raise	awareness	of	otters	
in	Edinburgh;

3.	 To	identify	areas	of	possible	
otter	population	expansion.

and they have begun to recolonise and they have begun to recolonise 

recent records of otters on all of recent records of otters on all of 
Edinburgh’s main watercourses, Edinburgh’s main watercourses, 

Improvements to water quality and Improvements to water quality and 

atusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatusatus

The otter has the highest level of The otter has the highest level of 
legal protection.  It is listed on legal protection.  It is listed on 
Annexes II and IV of the Habitats Annexes II and IV of the Habitats 
Directive which gives the species Directive which gives the species 
protection at a European level.  It is protection at a European level.  It is 
a UKBAP species and is also listed a UKBAP species and is also listed 
on the Scottish Biodiversity List of on the Scottish Biodiversity List of 
priority species.  priority species.  
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funDeD actions

Action Action description Who? Targets

OT01 Review surveys and sightings of otters to build a 
picture of river use to identify areas for habitat 
improvements/links.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, WOLCT, CEC 
CRS

1. Collate surveys and sightings of otters to build a picture 
of river use and behaviour, by 2011. 

2. Use this information to identify areas for improvement 
to allow for refuges or movement by creation of 
continuous habitat, by 2013. 

3. Implement habitat improvements on at least 3 sites, by 
2015.

OT02 Work with landowners and developers to ensure 
habitat protection, mitigation and artificial holt 
provision for otters where appropriate.

CEC Planning, SNH, 
SEPA 

1. Work with landowners and developers to ensure habitat 
protection, mitigation and artificial holt provision where 
appropriate, as required or as opportunities arise.

OT03 Ensure the implementation of otter mitigation 
measures during flood prevention works (e.g. 
creation of ledges, prevention of disturbance).

CEC CRS, WOLCT 1. During and after flood prevention works, ensure otter 
mitigation measures have been implemented, as 
required.

OT04 Publish an otter survey handbook for volunteers, 
and carry out training.

CEC CRS 1. Publish an otter survey handbook for volunteers, by 
2010. 

2. Hold a training day for volunteers on otter survey 
techniques, by 2010.

OT05 Continue to record, survey and monitor otter 
numbers as opportunities arise.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC CRS, 
WOLCT, SNH, SEPA

1. Record sightings, ongoing. 
2. Carry out surveys as opportunities arise, ongoing. 3. 

Report all records to The Wildlife Information Centre, 
ongoing.

OT06 Raise awareness of otters and the need for 
continued habitat improvements, at appropriate 
events such as river clean-ups.

CEC CRS, WOLCT 1. Raise awareness of otters and the need for continued 
habitat improvements, at appropriate events such as 
river clean-ups, ongoing.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

, WOLCT 1. Raise awareness of otters and the need for continued , WOLCT 1. Raise awareness of otters and the need for continued 
habitat improvements, at appropriate events such as habitat improvements, at appropriate events such as 
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Seed-eating birds

Description

The seed-eating birds covered by this plan have all been 
heavily impacted by the changes in farming practices 
over the last half century.  All of these species 
have declined in abundance and distribution in 
recent years – e.g. grey partridge by 82 per cent.  
Since World War II there has been a UK-wide 
intensification of agriculture with an increase of 
agri-chemicals use, resulting in loss of arable-land 
weeds and invertebrates upon which these birds 
feed.  In addition the deterioration of hedgerows 
and gorse areas has reduced the size of breeding habitat 
available.  Arable farming is now dominated by specialist 
farms, resulting in an overall loss of farmland diversity of 
crop species. Species such as skylarks who favour open 
areas and stubble fields have been adversely affected 
by the conversion of grassland to arable farmland and the 
movement away from spring-sown crops to autumn sown crops.  
Five of these species are UK priority species, with a UKBAP 
Species Action Plan in place for them. 

With common issues affecting these species, so there are common 
measures which can be taken for their benefit.  In this plan we combine 
previous action for a number of priority Edinburgh LBAP species, to 
highlight the fact that efforts to alter agricultural practices can reap rewards 
for all of these at-risk birds.
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target species anD status

Target species Nesting requirements Feeding requirements Other information

Skylark Ground nesting, short 
vegetation on farmland, 
grassland, heather moorland.  

Seeds, green vegetation and invertebrates.  In 
winter lowland arable land is favoured, and 
winter stubble and bird cover are crucial.  

UK SAP. 
UK has an internationally important over 
wintering population.

Linnet Open areas with some scrub, 
gorse thickets and hedgerows.

Weed seeds.  Uplands abandoned in winter for 
flocking in lowland areas.

Red List species; UK SAP. 
Present in non-farmland areas of Edinburgh.

Yellowhammer Hedgerows, gorse, scrub on or 
adjacent to farmland.

Weed, grass and crop seeds supplemented by 
invertebrates and fruit when available.  Strongly 
reliant on arable habitats.

Present in non-farmland areas of Edinburgh

Reed bunting Wetlands habitats during 
breeding season.

Over winter is associated with lowland farmland 
for access to seed diet.

UK SAP

Tree sparrow In small colonies in trees, 
buildings and occasionally thick 
hedges/conifers.

Grass wildflower and cereal seeds on lowland 
arable farmland.  Young are fed on invertebrates.  

UK SAP & Red List species. 
Limitation on availability of nesting sites 
may be a factor in declines.

Grey partridge Hedgerows or scrub on arable 
farmland, mixed grasslands 
and unimproved grasslands.

Dependent on winter stubbles, bird cover, root 
crops, leys undersown with clover and cereals.

UK SAP. 
Red List species.

Indirect species Nesting requirements Feeding requirements Other information

Song thrush On farmland and woodlands. Soil invertebrates.  Where present on farmland 
will benefit from wildlife friendly management

UK SAP. 
Farmland populations have dropped by 73%.

Lapwing Ground nesting, preferring 
tilled ground with adjacent 
insect-rich grasslands on arable 
farmland.

Associated with mixed farmland, diet mainly 
soil invertebrates and will benefit from wildlife-
friendly management.

South-east Scotland is a strong hold for 
lapwings, which have greatly declined 
elsewhere.

Bullfinch Nest in woodlands Feeds on seeds, berries and fruit.  Primarily 
woodland species but will forage on adjacent 
farmland.  Field boundaries crucial for shelter.

UK SAP. 
Wildlife-friendly hedge cutting, hedge 
planting and wild bird cover all benefit.

factors causing loss or Decline

Many of the impacts identified above continue to threaten seed-eating 
birds.  These common threats also mean there are common opportunities 
to benefit all species, such as leaving areas of winter stubble.  However, 
there are also specific threats that relate to particular species.  As 
agricultural habitats become less suitable for reed buntings, they are forced 
to survive in wetland areas, that are in turn, degraded by land drainage, 
scrub removal, loss of riparian habitat and frequent grass cutting.  Grey 
partridges are threatened by the continuing decline in the number of 
gamekeepers available to provide positive management.  Tree sparrows, 
yellowhammers and linnets are further threatened by changes in set-aside, 
and linnets are threatened by the ‘tidying up’ of suburban and urban waste 
ground.  The skylark is dependent on open areas of winter stubble and 
is threatened by the continuing trend of autumn sowing and early silage 
cutting.  
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ongoing actions

The following work programmes are now carried out 
as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:

Action Action description Who?

Advisory When advising on SRDP applications or other conservation 
work, encourage and provide advice on best practice 
management of farmland habitats which will benefit seed 
eating birds, by a range of measures including: 
•  Location and use of unharvested crops and wild bird cover; 
•  Appropriate management of field boundaries and margins 

(2m uncropped margins); 
•  Winter stubble retention.

RSPB, FEL, SAC

Monitoring Continue to monitor farmland bird species through the 
Volunteer and Farmer Alliance programme.

RSPB

objectives

1.	 To	evaluate	the	size	and	distribution	of	
Edinburgh’s	breeding	and	wintering	populations	
of	seed-eating	birds;

2.	 To	reduce	activities	detrimental	to	the	species;

3.	 To	extend	existing	and	introduce	new	
conservation	measures	to	benefit	seed-eating	
birds;

4.	 To	identify	and	conserve,	by	habitat	
management	practices,	principal	seed-
eating	bird	breeding	sites	in	and	around	
Edinburgh,	and	to	encourage,	through	habitat	
improvements,	the	establishment	of	new	
breeding	and	wintering	sites.		

Tree sparrow

Bullfinch

introduceintroduce
benefitbenefit seed-eatingseed-eating
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thethe species;species;

newnew
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byby
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as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership as core duties by Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership 
organisations:organisations:

Action Action descriptionAction Action description

Advisory When advising on SRDP applications or other conservation Advisory When advising on SRDP applications or other conservation 

habitathabitat

555555555555555555



56

funDeD actions

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations 
during the lifetime of this plan, and progress will be recorded in the 
Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

SB01 Review distribution of target species across city 
to identify non-farmland populations and ensure 
appropriate management.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, RSPB

1. Review current records of target species across 
city, by 2011. 

2. On non-farmland sites, contact landowners to 
advise on appropriate management, by 2013.

SB02 Identify where target species are present on council 
managed land (e.g. Craiglockhart Hill, Blackford 
Hill) and ensure appropriate management.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CECCRS.

1. Identify where target species are present on 
council managed land by 2010. 

2. Implement management activities which 
benefit the species, by 2012. 

3. Monitor the species as required, to 2015.
Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unfunDeD projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources 
necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is dependent upon funding 
becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Site assessment for 
seed-eating birds

Identify sites with potential for community led 
seed-eating birds conservation projects, such as 
habitat creation or winter feeding.

CEC CRS, RSPB, 
PHRS.

Lapwing
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Swift 
(Apus apus)

Description

Swifts are a member of the Apodidae 
family, a name derived from the 
Ancient Greek for ‘without feet’.  
Swifts have very short legs and are 
able to grasp vertical surfaces but 
cannot take off from the ground.  
This is a result of highly specialised 
adaptation to life in the air.  Swifts 
eat, sleep and mate aerially and 
only touch down to nest during our 
summer months.

Historically, swifts are thought to 
have mainly nested in caves and on 
cliff-faces, but they have formed an 
association with human settlements 
and in Edinburgh they mainly nest in 
tenements and other old buildings, 
although they will nest in new 
buildings if suitable nest spaces can 
be found.

status

Swifts were rated ‘Amber’ in the 
2009 list of ‘Birds of Conservation 
Concern’, and also feature in the 
Scottish Biodiversity List.  In both cases 
this is due to a sustained decline in 
population numbers of over 25 per cent 
in the last 25 years.

In fact, data from the Breeding  Bird 
Survey shows an alarming 52% decline 
in swift numbers between 1994 and 
2007. The primary cause of this decline 
is thought to be related to a loss of nest 
sites.  In Edinburgh their association 
with tenement buildings means that 
as these buildings are repaired and 
gaps are sealed, so nest sites are lost.  
Correspondingly, swifts are a species 
for which we can make a real difference 
by tackling this loss of nest sites.

LEITH

CITY CENTRE

CORSTORPHINE

MORNINGSIDE

CURRIE

SOUTH SIDE

Swifts are a member of the Apodidae Swifts are a member of the Apodidae 
family, a name derived from the family, a name derived from the 
Ancient Greek for ‘without feet’.  Ancient Greek for ‘without feet’.  
Swifts have very short legs and are Swifts have very short legs and are 
able to grasp vertical surfaces but able to grasp vertical surfaces but 
cannot take off from the ground.  cannot take off from the ground.  
This is a result of highly specialised This is a result of highly specialised 
adaptation to life in the air.  Swifts adaptation to life in the air.  Swifts 
eat, sleep and mate aerially and eat, sleep and mate aerially and 

Historically, swifts are thought to Historically, swifts are thought to 
have mainly nested in caves and on have mainly nested in caves and on 
cliff-faces, but they have formed an cliff-faces, but they have formed an 
association with human settlements association with human settlements 
and in Edinburgh they mainly nest in and in Edinburgh they mainly nest in 
tenements and other old buildings, tenements and other old buildings, 
although they will nest in new although they will nest in new 
buildings if suitable nest spaces can buildings if suitable nest spaces can 
be found.be found.
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context anD review of past action

The Scottish Ornithologists’ Club co-ordinated swifts surveys in Edinburgh 
in 1999/2000 and 2005/2006.  In addition, Concern for Swifts Scotland and 
the RSPB have encouraged the public to report swift sightings.  Both of 
these have provided valuable information on populations and nest sites.

Artificial nest sites for swifts are being promoted to Planning Officers, 
developers and architects with the aim of incorporating internal ‘swift 
bricks’ or external boxes into many major new developments.

objectives

1.	 To	prevent	further	declines	in	swift	numbers	in	Edinburgh;

2.	 To	continue	to	survey	for	swift	populations	and	nest	sites	around	
Edinburgh;

3.	 To	promote	the	incorporation	of	artificial	nest	sites	in	suitable	new	
buildings	and	during	building	repair	work.

funDeD actions

Action # Action description Who? Targets

SW01 Repeat the Edinburgh Swift Survey 
and use data to update swift 
locations map.  Use this data to 
determine which areas in the city 
are priorities for swift bricks and 
other measures.

SOC, CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage, TWIC

1. Carry out a repeat of the Edinburgh Swift Survey before  end 2015 
2. Provide updated data to TWIC and add to CEC swift locations map 

by end 2015
3. Use swift locations map to inform Planning consultations, ongoing 

to 2015

SW02 Encourage members of the public 
to report swift sightings and swift 
behaviour to Biodiversity Officers.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Design and distribute a tool which will allow members of the public 
to record swift sightings and post to the Biodiversity Officers, by end 
2011

2. Biodiversity Officers to forward data to relevant organisations to 
2015

SW03 Raise awareness of the declining 
numbers of swifts in urban areas 
and their needs to architects, 
planners and the public.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Host a swifts seminar for Planning Officers and others before 2015 
2. Promote awareness of swifts at appropriate public events until 2015 
3. Produce an information resource which can be provided to 

developers and architects to inform of swift nest space design and 
examples of best practice by end 2012

SW04 Promote the inclusion of swift 
nesting spaces in appropriate new 
developments by liaising with CEC 
Planning Officers, and developers 
when appropriate.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Monitor new Planning applications for proposals which are suitable 
for swift bricks until 2015 

2. Advise Planning Officers on incorporating swift bricks into suitable 
developments to 2015

SW05 To promote the inclusion of 
artificial nest sites in any 
programme of new building or 
restoration of Council-owned 
properties.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC Services 
for Communities

1. Biodiversity Officers to liaise with Planning and Housing personnel 
to promote the inclusion of swift nest sites in new buildings, as 
appropriate to 2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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SW05 To promote the inclusion of SW05 To promote the inclusion of 

programme of new building or programme of new building or 
restoration of Council-owned restoration of Council-owned 
properties.properties.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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Great Crested 
Newt 

(Triturus cristatus)

Description

The great crested newt is the largest, and rarest, of the three newt species 
native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated 
populations continue to be lost.

status

One of the two known breeding sites in Edinburgh 
probably no longer has great crested newt, due to 
isolation, disturbance and a lack of appropriate 
management. Work has been carried out at the 
remaining site to increase the number of ponds and at 
least one new adjacent pond has been colonised.

context anD review of past action

Survey work by volunteers and a programme of pond 
creation has helped to protect great crested newts at one 
of the known sites in Edinburgh.  For the long term 
conservation of this species locally, a network of good 
quality pond habitats is required for breeding along with 
appropriate terrestrial habitat for foraging, movement and 
hibernation outwith the breeding season.

objectives

1.	 To	increase	the	population	of	great	crested	
newts	in	Edinburgh;

2.	 To	create	a	network	of	suitable	great	crested	
newt	habitat	around	the	remaining	population.

The great crested newt is the largest, and rarest, of the three newt species The great crested newt is the largest, and rarest, of the three newt species 
native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated 
populations continue to be lost.populations continue to be lost.

The great crested newt is the largest, and rarest, of the three newt species The great crested newt is the largest, and rarest, of the three newt species 

management. Work has been carried out at the management. Work has been carried out at the 
remaining site to increase the number of ponds and at remaining site to increase the number of ponds and at 
least one new adjacent pond has been colonised.least one new adjacent pond has been colonised.
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Survey work by volunteers and a programme of pond Survey work by volunteers and a programme of pond 
creation has helped to protect great crested newts at one creation has helped to protect great crested newts at one 
of the known sites in Edinburgh.  For the long term of the known sites in Edinburgh.  For the long term 

native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated native to the UK.  Despite a high level of legal protection, isolated 

One of the two known breeding sites in Edinburgh One of the two known breeding sites in Edinburgh 
probably no longer has great crested newt, due to probably no longer has great crested newt, due to 

conservation of this species locally, a network of good conservation of this species locally, a network of good 
quality pond habitats is required for breeding along with quality pond habitats is required for breeding along with 
appropriate terrestrial habitat for foraging, movement and appropriate terrestrial habitat for foraging, movement and 
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funDeD actions

Action Action description Who? Targets

GC01 Carry out survey and advisory work at known or 
potential great crested newt sites as required.

LARG, CEC 
Biodiversity Officers, 
SNH

1. Continue a programme of survey and monitoring known or 
potential great crested newt ponds, annually until 2015. 

2. Provide management advice to site owners as required, to 
2015.

GC02 Protect great crested newts through the Planning 
process, especially with regard to the proposed 
new Forth crossing.

SNH, CEC Planning 1. Protect great crested newts through the Planning process, 
especially with regard to the proposed new Forth crossing, 
as required.  

GC03 Secure resources for the creation of a network of 
suitable habitat around the remaining population 
to allow future expansion.  Consider feasibility of 
linking to the nearest adjacent population in the 
long term.

LARG, CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage, 
SNH.

1. Based on existing data, produce a proposal for a network 
of new great crested newt habitat around the existing 
population, in liaison with relevant stakeholders, by 2011. 

2. Secure funding to begin implementation, by 2013.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

(Boloria selene)

Description

A butterfly similar in appearance to the pearl-
bordered fritillary but with wider distribution and 
range of habitats.  This species can be identified by the 
numerous white pearls and larger black central dot on 
the underside of its wings.  Its most common larval 
food plant is marsh violet (Viola palustris).

status

This species is undergoing a severe decline and is a 
UKBAP Priority, and rated by Butterfly Conservation 
as ‘High priority’.  In the context of the Lothians it is 
considered to have Local distribution.

context anD review of past action

The only site for this species in 
Edinburgh is in the Pentland hills 
at Balerno Common SSSI.  The 
population at this site, as well as 
its larval food, has been surveyed 
and monitored since 2000.  This 
is one of few remaining known 
populations in south-east Scotland.  
Wider surveys in the Pentlands, at 
Harlaw and Black Springs, failed to 
find any individuals, highlighting 
the importance of this colony 
and the difficulties associated 
with population expansion.  
Surrounding areas are managed 
favourably where appropriate.  

A butterfly similar in appearance to the pearl-A butterfly similar in appearance to the pearl-
bordered fritillary but with wider distribution and bordered fritillary but with wider distribution and bordered fritillary but with wider distribution and bordered fritillary but with wider distribution and 
range of habitats.  This species can be identified by the range of habitats.  This species can be identified by the 
numerous white pearls and larger black central dot on numerous white pearls and larger black central dot on 
the underside of its wings.  Its most common larval the underside of its wings.  Its most common larval 

Small Pearl-bordered Small Pearl-bordered 

This species is undergoing a severe decline and is a This species is undergoing a severe decline and is a 
UKBAP Priority, and rated by Butterfly Conservation UKBAP Priority, and rated by Butterfly Conservation 
as ‘High priority’.  In the context of the Lothians it is as ‘High priority’.  In the context of the Lothians it is 
considered to have Local distribution.considered to have Local distribution.
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objectives

1.	 To	protect	and	maintain	the	population	at	Balerno	Common	SSSI;

2.	 To	identify	and	survey	other	potential	sites	in	Edinburgh.

funDeD actions

Action Action description Who? Targets

SF01 Continue to monitor the known population at 
Balerno Common SSSI via butterfly transects.

PHRS, Butterfly 
Conservation

1. Carry out one butterfly transect per year to 2015

SF02 Implement the Red Moss management plan with 
regard to small pearl-bordered fritillary

SWT 1. Ensure that small pearl-bordered fritillary is considered 
in any updates to the Red Moss management plan, as 
appropriate to 2015

SF03 Provide training in survey techniques to volunteers 
as required to deliver survey programme

PHRS 1. Provide at least one training opportunity annually to 
2015

SF04 Include small pearl-bordered Fritillary in awareness 
raising activities

PHRS, SWT, 
Butterfly 
Conservation

1. Include the small pearl-bordered fritillary as an example 
of a species requiring local conservation action at all 
appropriate events to 2015.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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Bees
Description

Bees are insects in the Apoidea superfamily which are adapted 
to feed on nectar and pollen from flowering plants.  Bees 
play a critical role in pollination of many crops as well 
as wild and cultivated plants.

Bees can be classed as solitary or social.  In solitary bee 
species every female is fertile and will typically inhabit 
a nest of her own construction.  Solitary bees do not 
produce honey or beeswax and often gather pollen from 
a narrow range of plant species.  

Social bees typically have a division of labour within 
a colony.  The bees with which we are most familiar are 
termed ‘eusocial’ where the colony consists of single 
breeding ‘queen’; numerous non-breeding female ‘workers’; 
and male ‘drones’ during certain stages of the colony cycle.  
Eusocial bee species include honeybees and bumblebees and 
many of these species feed on a wide range of plants.

Many bee species thrive in cities.  This is partly due to the massive 
diversity of flowering plants found in urban gardens and greenspaces 
which means nectar and pollen can be gathered from early spring through 
to early winter.

status

There are around 250 solitary bee species in the UK, several are UKBAP 
Priority Species and some are threatened globally.

The UK has 24 bumblebee species, many of which are in decline and 6 are 
UKBAP Priority Species.  Two bumblebee species have become extinct in 
the UK in the last century.

Most honeybee colonies in the UK are composed of the Italian honeybee 
Apis mellifera ligustica a sub-species which was introduced to the UK 
because of its high levels of honey production.  The native black honeybee 
Apis mellifera mellifera is considered hardier and better adapted to harsh 
UK winters.  This sub-species is kept by some beekeepers and there are 
wild populations scattered throughout the country.  Research is being 
carried out to map and identify remaining wild populations of the Black 
Honeybee and their hybrids.

One fifth of honeybee hives died in the winter of 2008/09 which represents 
a loss in the region of two billion bees.  The causes of the current rate of 
loss are thought to be a combination of factors including the widespread 
use of pesticides, parasites, climate change and decreasing diversity of food 
plants.
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context anD review of past action

This Species Action Plan is new to the Edinburgh 
LBAP.  There are records of several notable bee species 
in the Edinburgh area but the overall picture is unclear.  

funDeD actions

Action # Action description Who? Targets

BE01 Allow beekeeping on Council-run allotment 
sites.

CEC Parks & 
Greenspace 
Service

1. Revise allotment rules to permit beekeeping by end 2010 
2. Pilot the introduction of beehives on at least one allotment 

site, in conjunction with the Edinburgh and Midlothian 
Beekeepers’ Association, by end 2012

BE02 Create and maintain habitat features (e.g. 
berry hedges, ‘nectar borders’) in public 
parks and greenspaces which will benefit 
bees and other nectar- and pollen-feeding 
species.

CEC Parks & 
Greenspace 
Service

1. Pilot the creation of 2 habitat features by end 2011 
2. Include bee-friendly habitat features in Park Improvement 

Plans as appropriate to 2015

BE03 Increase the number of bee-friendly trees 
in and around Edinburgh’s urban areas.

CEC Parks & 
Greenspace 
Service

1. Include targets for planting bee-friendly tree species in the 
Urban Forestry Strategy, by end 2010 

2. Develop a plan to increase the number of orchards in 
Edinburgh by end 2012

BE04 Increase knowledge of bumblebee 
identification and survey methods amongst 
local Ranger Services.

HSRS, PHRS, 
CEC CRS, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Host a Bumblebee Conservation Trust training session for 
Ranger Services by end 2010

BE05 Increase knowledge of bee populations 
by recording the presence of bee species 
at Ranger-managed sites throughout 
Edinburgh.

HSRS, PHRS, 
CEC CRS, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Rangers to record the presence of bee species at their sites 
to 2015 

2. Develop a tool to encourage greater public participation in 
bee recording by end 2013

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

objectives

1.	 To	provide	more	bee-friendly	plant	species	and	
habitat	features	in	Edinburgh;

2.	 To	increase	our	knowledge	of	Edinburgh’s	bee	
species	through	recording;

3.	 To	raise	awareness	of	the	decline	in	bee	
populations.

2. Develop a tool to encourage greater public participation in 2. Develop a tool to encourage greater public participation in 
bee recording by end 2013bee recording by end 2013

1. Rangers to record the presence of bee species at their sites 1. Rangers to record the presence of bee species at their sites 
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Juniper 
(Juniperus 

communis)

Description

Juniper is one of the three British native 
conifers and is a UKBAP priority species.  
The main remaining population in 
Edinburgh is in the Pentland Hills.  Much 
work has been carried out to aid the 
regeneration of the Pentland Hills 
population, with a programme of cuttings 
and propagation being undertaken, with 
a long term aim of re-stocking juniper 
throughout the hills from a remnant 
population in the east of the hills.  

status

Juniper populations in Scotland remain in 
decline due to grazing pressure, ageing plants 
and a lack of natural regeneration.  Research 
is currently ongoing into natural regeneration 
scenarios and mixing of different populations from 
different areas of Scotland by site matching, to increase 
genetic diversity of remaining populations.

context anD review of past action

An extensive programme of propagation, protection 
and expansion of the population of juniper on 
Castlelaw has been undertaken in recent years.  Plants 
have now been introduced at several suitable sites 
across the hills.

objectives

•	 To	regenerate	and	expand	existing	populations	
of	juniper	in	the	Pentland	hills	and	other	parts	
of	Edinburgh.

•	 To	contribute	to	national	research	programmes	
investigating	natural	methods	of	regenerating	
juniper	and	site	matching.
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ongoing actions

The following work programmes are now carried out as core duties by 
Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership organisations:

Action Action description Who?

Awareness raising Raise awareness and promote juniper planting 
as part of ongoing work in upland, woodland 
and farmland areas.

PHRP, FCS, SNH, CEC

SRDP Promote juniper for inclusion in planting 
schemes within SRDP applications where 
appropriate

FCS, SNH, PHRP

funDeD actions

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

JU01 Liaise with cross-regional bodies to address the 
issue of commercial supply of native provenance 
juniper for use in SRDP grant aided planting.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, FCS

1. Identify nurseries which can supply native 
provenance stocks for commercial scale 
planting by 2011

JU02 Deliver a medium term plan for juniper 
conservation within City of Edinburgh Council 
area and Pentland Hills Regional Park

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, MOD Defence 
Estates, PHRS

1. Write a 10-year conservation plan for juniper, 
by spring 2011 

2. Seek funding for implementation, by 2011. 
3. Identify other suitable source populations of 

juniper in Scotland to improve genetic mix, by 
site matching, by 2011.

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unfunDeD projects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Natural 
regeneration of 
Juniper

Assess natural regeneration of the existing juniper populations and 
implement site management to encourage natural regeneration.

FRS, CEC, PHRS, MOD.

Juniper project 
long-term plan

Deliver a medium term plan for juniper conservation within City of 
Edinburgh Council area and Pentland Hills Regional Park.  Undertake a 
programme of propagation and planting out  (annually as required, to 
2015 and beyond)

CEC, PHRS, FCS.

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

OrganisationsOrganisations
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FRS, CEC, PHRS, MOD.FRS, CEC, PHRS, MOD.

Deliver a medium term plan for juniper conservation within City of Deliver a medium term plan for juniper conservation within City of 
Edinburgh Council area and Pentland Hills Regional Park.  Undertake a Edinburgh Council area and Pentland Hills Regional Park.  Undertake a 
programme of propagation and planting out  (annually as required, to programme of propagation and planting out  (annually as required, to 

CEC, PHRS, FCS.CEC, PHRS, FCS.

2. Seek funding for implementation, by 2011. 2. Seek funding for implementation, by 2011. 
3. Identify other suitable source populations of 3. Identify other suitable source populations of 

juniper in Scotland to improve genetic mix, by juniper in Scotland to improve genetic mix, by 
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Maiden Pink 
(Dianthus deltoides)

Description

Maiden pink is a perennial 
herbaceous plant in the 
Caryophyllaceae family, distantly 
related to sticky catchfly.  Maiden 
pink favours dry or sandy base-rich 
soils, and can be found in short 
grasslands but prefers open ground 
broken by bare rock outcrops.  It 
is threatened by under- or over-
grazing and scrub encroachment.

status

Maiden pink is internationally 
classified as Near Threatened.  It is 
Nationally Scarce in the UK which 
means it is found in fewer than 
100 hectads (10x10km squares), 
and in the context of the Lothians 
it is considered to have a Local 
distribution.

context anD review of 
past action

The only populations of this 
species in Edinburgh are found 
at a small number of adjacent 
sites in Holyrood Park, where it is 
monitored annually and grazing 
by rabbits is controlled.  Seed 
collection has been carried out 
in the past and used in planting 
programmes.

Caryophyllaceae family, distantly Caryophyllaceae family, distantly 
related to sticky catchfly.  Maiden related to sticky catchfly.  Maiden 
pink favours dry or sandy base-rich pink favours dry or sandy base-rich pink favours dry or sandy base-rich pink favours dry or sandy base-rich 
soils, and can be found in short soils, and can be found in short 
grasslands but prefers open ground grasslands but prefers open ground 
broken by bare rock outcrops.  It broken by bare rock outcrops.  It 

Maiden pink is internationally Maiden pink is internationally 
classified as Near Threatened.  It is classified as Near Threatened.  It is 
Nationally Scarce in the UK which Nationally Scarce in the UK which 
means it is found in fewer than means it is found in fewer than 
100 hectads (10x10km squares), 100 hectads (10x10km squares), 
and in the context of the Lothians and in the context of the Lothians 
it is considered to have a Local it is considered to have a Local 
distribution.distribution.
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objectives

1.	 To	conserve	existing	populations	of	maiden	pink;

2.	 To	establish	new	populations	of	maiden	pink	at	suitable	sites	
around	Edinburgh.

funDeD actions

Action Action description Who? Targets

MP01 Act to conserve the existing populations of 
maiden pink at Holyrood Park.

HSRS, RBGE 1. Monitor and record existing populations (including any 
new populations established) annually until 2015 

2. Manage existing populations by restricting grazing by 
rabbits and maintain an ideal sward height to 2015

MP02 Attempt to establish new populations of maiden 
pink at historical sites around the city.

HSRS, RBGE, CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC CRS

1. Collect seed from Holyrood Park population as required 
to 2015 

2. Propagate seed and maintain a stock of seedlings to 2015 
3. Investigate historical maiden pink sites in Edinburgh, 

before end 2011 4. Establish a new population at one 
appropriate historical site by end 2012

MP03 Report on the progress of the maiden pink 
Species Action Plan, including successes of the 
propagation and planting programmes.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Report to be written and presented to the Steering Group 
during 2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.
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Rock Whitebeam 
(Sorbus rupicola)

Description

Rock whitebeam is a deciduous tree in the 
Rosaceae family and is related to rowan 
(Sorbus aucuparia) and the endemic 
whitebeams found on Arran.  It is an 
apomictic species which means it 
reproduces asexually, so each seed is a 
clone of the parent plant, however pollen is 
required to trigger the production of fruit 
and seed.  The parent plant’s own pollen 
may be sufficient to initiate seed formation 
but pollen from other nearby whitebeams may 
assist in seed formation.

status

Rock whitebeam is a Nationally Scarce species 
which means it is found in fewer than 100 hectads 
(10x10km squares) across the United Kingdom.

context anD review of past action

Since the publication of the Edinburgh 
LBAP 2004-2009 some progress has 
been made in preventing further 
decline of the rock whitebeam 
population at Holyrood Park, and in 
establishing new populations at suitable 
sites around Edinburgh.  Successful 
collection and propagation of seed 
has resulted in the establishment of 
a good stock of young trees suitable 
for planting out at appropriate sites.  
Planting programmes are underway 
and this updated plan supports the 
continuation of this programme.

Rock whitebeam saplings from 
Edinburgh have been used as rootstock 
for extremely rare whitebeam species 
including the recently discovered 
Sorbus pseudomeinichii which is known 
from only two individual trees on 
Arran.

Despite this success in propagation there are still difficulties in 
establishing new populations around Edinburgh.  The lack of suitable 
sites is one issue and an important aim of this Species Action Plan is to 
establish where young trees can be planted.  Part of this will involve the 
identification of ‘exotic’ whitebeams, found particularly in Holyrood 
Park, and developing a plan for replacing the exotic trees with native 
rock whitebeams.

A second difficulty in establishing new populations is the threat 
from fire and habitat management work around existing and new 
populations will be carried out to reduce this threat.

) and the endemic ) and the endemic 
whitebeams found on Arran.  It is an whitebeams found on Arran.  It is an 
apomictic species which means it apomictic species which means it 
reproduces asexually, so each seed is a reproduces asexually, so each seed is a 
clone of the parent plant, however pollen is clone of the parent plant, however pollen is clone of the parent plant, however pollen is clone of the parent plant, however pollen is 
required to trigger the production of fruit required to trigger the production of fruit 
and seed.  The parent plant’s own pollen and seed.  The parent plant’s own pollen 
may be sufficient to initiate seed formation may be sufficient to initiate seed formation 
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Rock whitebeam is a Nationally Scarce species Rock whitebeam is a Nationally Scarce species 
which means it is found in fewer than 100 hectads which means it is found in fewer than 100 hectads 
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objectives

1.	 To	accurately	identify	existing	rock	whitebeam	trees	at	known	sites;

2.	 To	maintain	a	programme	of	rock	whitebeam	stock	propagation;

3.	 To	locate	suitable	sites	and	plant	young	rock	whitebeam	trees	
around	Edinburgh;

4.	 To	maintain	the	habitat	around	existing	and	new	rock	whitebeam	
trees	to	ensure	their	survival.

funDeD actions

Action Action description Who? Targets

RW01 Identify and map the existing population of rock 
whitebeam and exotic whitebeams at Holyrood 
Park.

HSRS, RBGE 1. Record, identify and map native and exotic whitebeam trees in 
Holyrood Park using GPS by end 2010 

2. Update Holyrood Park Management Plan with data from above 
survey by end 2010

RW02 Continue to maintain a stock of rock whitebeam 
seed and young trees.

HSRS, RBGE 1. Collect and stratify seed from confirmed rock whitebeam trees as 
required until 2015 

2. Maintain stock of tree seedlings derived from as many confirmed 
rock whitebeams as possible to 2015 

3. Maintain provenance records at each stage of propagation until 
2015

RW03 Plant and maintain rock whitebeam trees at 
Holyrood Park and other appropriate locations.

HSRS, CEC 
CRS

1. Plot map of potential locations at Holyrood Park where young 
trees may be planted by end 2010 

2. Plant a selection of young trees at Holyrood Park annually to 2015 
3. Identify additional suitable sites around the city by end 2011 
4. Plant a selection of young trees at other sites around the city 

annually to 2015

RW04 Manage habitats around confirmed rock 
whitebeam trees to reduce threat of fire 
damage.

HSRS, CEC 
CRS

1. Cut gorse and other scrub species within 5m of confirmed rock 
whitebeam trees annually to 2015

RW05 Distribute rock whitebeam trees to Edinburgh 
Schools as an education tool as well as a means 
of increasing the population.

HSRS, RBGE, 
CEC CRS

1. Develop an education resource in line with National Curriculum, 
using rock whitebeam as an example of a rare plant requiring 
conservation action.  By end 2012 

2. Distribute education resources and rock whitebeam saplings to 
at least 3 schools annually until 2015, focusing on schools near 
existing populations

RW06 Report on the progress of the rock whitebeam 
Species Action Plan, including successes of 
tree stock propagation, planting, and school 
distribution programmes.

CEC 
Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Report to be written and presented to the Steering Group during 
2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

3. Identify additional suitable sites around the city by end 2011 3. Identify additional suitable sites around the city by end 2011 
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707070
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Sticky Catchfly 
(Lychnis viscaria)

Description

Sticky catchfly is a perennial 
herbaceous plant in the 
Caryophyllaceae family, related 
to ragged robin and the Campion 
species.  Unlike these related 
species sticky catchfly has sticky 
stems which are thought to be an 
adaptation against insect herbivory.  
Sticky catchfly grows on dry 
rocky places in shallow soils and 
is vulnerable to overgrazing (by 
rabbits), shading by taller plants, 
and fire.

status

Internationally this species is 
classified as Near Threatened, 
and is Nationally Scarce in the 
UK which means it is found in 
fewer than 100 hectads (10x10km 
squares).  

Sticky catchfly is featured in 
Plantlife UK’s ‘Back From The 
Brink’ programme of conservation 
effort, and was nominated in 2002 
as the County Wildflower for City 
of Edinburgh.

context anD review of 
past action

The main population of this species 
is found in Holyrood Park and it 
remains broadly stable, albeit very 
small.  Attempts at seed collection 
and propagation have been 
successful and it seems likely that a 
sizable bank of stock plants can be 
built up.  However establishing new 
populations has proven difficult 
due to the particular requirements 
of this species and grazing pressure 
from rabbits.

Caryophyllaceae family, related Caryophyllaceae family, related 
to ragged robin and the Campion to ragged robin and the Campion 

species sticky catchfly has sticky species sticky catchfly has sticky 
stems which are thought to be an stems which are thought to be an 
adaptation against insect herbivory.  adaptation against insect herbivory.  

and fire.and fire.
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Internationally this species is Internationally this species is 
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and is Nationally Scarce in the and is Nationally Scarce in the 
UK which means it is found in UK which means it is found in 
fewer than 100 hectads (10x10km fewer than 100 hectads (10x10km 
squares).  squares).  

Sticky catchfly is featured in Sticky catchfly is featured in 
Plantlife UK’s ‘Back From The Plantlife UK’s ‘Back From The 
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objectives

1.	 To	conserve	existing	populations	of	sticky	catchfly;

2.	 To	establish	new	populations	of	sticky	catchfly	at	suitable	sites	around	Edinburgh,	particularly	Calton	Hill.

funDeD actions

Action # Action description Who? Targets

SC01 Act to conserve existing populations of 
sticky catchfly at Holyrood Park.

HSRS, RBGE 1. Monitor and record existing populations (including any 
new populations established) annually to 2015 

2. Manage suitable sites nearby existing populations 
to encourage regeneration and colonisation by sticky 
catchfly annually to 2015

SC02 Establish new populations at sites where 
sticky catchfly occurred in the past.

HSRS, CEC CRS 1. Collect seed from Holyrood Park population as required 
to 2015 

2. Propagate seed and maintain a stock of seedlings 
annually to 2015 

3. Establish a new population at one appropriate historical 
site by end 2012

SC03 Assess the suitability of the south face of 
Calton Hill for the re-introduction of sticky 
catchfly.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC Central 
Neighbourhood 
Team, RBGE, SNH

1. Plot map of locations on Calton Hill where sticky catchfly 
populations might successfully be established, by end 
2010 

2. Plant sticky catchfly seedlings on Calton Hill annually 
until 2015

SC04 Promote sticky catchfly as the County 
Wildflower for this area (Plantlife 
International, May 2004).

HSRS, RBGE, CEC 
Biodiversity Officers

1. Develop a project to promote sticky catchfly as County 
Wildflower by end 2015

SC05 Report on the progress of the sticky 
catchfly Species Action Plan, including 
successes of the propagation and planting 
programmes.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Report to be written and presented to the Steering 
Group during 2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

Wildflower by end 2015Wildflower by end 2015

CEC Biodiversity CEC Biodiversity 
OfficersOfficers

1. Report to be written and presented to the Steering 1. Report to be written and presented to the Steering 
Group during 2015Group during 2015

2. Plant sticky catchfly seedlings on Calton Hill annually 2. Plant sticky catchfly seedlings on Calton Hill annually 
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The Scottish 
Biodiversity Duty
The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 placed a duty upon all public 
bodies and office-holders to, in exercising any functions, to:

“further the conservation of biodiversity so far as is 
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions.”

Additionally, in complying with this duty a public body or office-holder 
must have regard to the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity.

Objectives

The objectives of this Scottish Biodiversity Duty Action Plan are:

1. To promote the Scottish Biodiversity Duty to departments within 
the City of Edinburgh Council;

2. To coordinate the conservation of biodiversity within City of 
Edinburgh Council, particularly between departments with land 
management responsibilities.

737373737373737373
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ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

The objectives of this Scottish Biodiversity Duty Action Plan are:The objectives of this Scottish Biodiversity Duty Action Plan are:

1.1. TTo promote the Scottish Biodiversity Duty to departments within o promote the Scottish Biodiversity Duty to departments within TTo promote the Scottish Biodiversity Duty to departments within TT
the City of Edinburgh Council;the City of Edinburgh Council;

TTo coordinate the conservation of biodiversity within City of o coordinate the conservation of biodiversity within City of TTo coordinate the conservation of biodiversity within City of TT

“further the conservation of biodiversity so far as is “further the conservation of biodiversity so far as is 
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions.”consistent with the proper exercise of those functions.”

Additionally, in complying with this duty a public body or office-holder Additionally, in complying with this duty a public body or office-holder 
must have regard to the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and the UN must have regard to the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and the UN 

management responsibilities.management responsibilities.
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Funded actiOns

The following list of actions will be carried out by partnership organisations during the lifetime of this plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

BD01 Act as lead partner for the Edinburgh LBAP process 
by coordinating its delivery, monitoring and 
reporting.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Produce an annual Progress Report on the activities of 
the Edinburgh LBAP and deliver to the CEC Planning 
Committee, with referral to the TIE and Policy and 
Strategy committees. Annually to 2015 

2. Produce Phase 4 of the Edinburgh LBAP by end of 
financial year 2015/16

BD02 Ensure that the Scottish biodiversity duty is 
reflected in all relevant Council strategies 
(including: Sustainable Development Strategy, 
Open Space Strategy, Allotments Strategy, Urban 
Forestry Strategy)

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Ensure that the biodiversity duty is considered in all 
relevant CEC strategies by participating in consultations 
as required to 2015

BD03 Continue to promote the Scottish biodiversity duty 
to CEC Planning Officers.

CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage

1. Provide an update on biodiversity guidance for CEC 
Planning Officers by end 2010

2. Provide an update on landscaping guidance for CEC 
Planning Officers by end 2010

3. Provide a new set of guidance on greening of existing 
buildings for CEC Planning Officers by end 2015

BD04 Ensure that the Scottish biodiversity duty is 
considered in the management of publicly-owned 
parks and greenspaces.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers, CEC Parks 
and Greenspace 
Service

1. Biodiversity Officers to contribute to Park Improvement 
Plans as required to 2015

BD05 Continue programme of developing and 
designating Local Sites (LBSs and LNRs) 
particularly in areas where there is a deficit of 
quality green space and where the community are 
keen to be actively involved. 

CEC Built and 
Natural Heritage, 
TWIC

1. Hold 3 Local Biodiversity Site Management Group 
meetings per year to 2015 

2. Designate appropriate sites as LBS or LNR 
3. Support landowners/managers to create management 

plans for any new LNR sites within 1 year of designation 
4. Site boundaries to be reviewed when/if necessary

BD06 Coordinate and increase CEC’s use of native plants 
by developing a plant propagation resource and 
projects to engage with local groups.

CEC Biodiversity 
Officers

1. Develop a ‘Native Plants Project’ by end 2010

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unFunded prOjects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured 
resources necessary for delivery.  Their implementation is 
dependent upon funding becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

Interpretation of 
Local Biodiversity 
Sites

Develop interpretation materials for Local 
Biodiversity Sites (e.g. Warriston Cemetery) to 
encourage public interest and awareness.

EBP

3. Support landowners/managers to create management 3. Support landowners/managers to create management 
plans for any new LNR sites within 1 year of designation plans for any new LNR sites within 1 year of designation 
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Geodiversity

Biodiversity is fundamentally 
linked to underlying geological 
features.  The term ‘geodiversity’, or 
geological diversity, encompasses 
rocks, minerals, soils, sediments, 
landforms and processes; all of 
which are the foundation for 
habitats, niches, and ultimately 
biodiversity.

Objectives

The objectives of the Geodiversity Action Plan are to:

1. Protect important geological and geomorphological sites and landforms;

2. Raise awareness of geodiversity in Edinburgh, including its importance to biodiversity.

Funded actiOns

The following list of actions will be carried out by Partnership organisations during the lifetime of this Plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who? Targets

GD01 Identify and designate Local 
Geodiversity Sites.

LABRIGS Committee, CEC 
Built and Natural Heritage

1. Designate new sites identified by the Site Surveys Project Feb-Mar 2009.  
By end 2010

2. Develop definitive list and map of all designated sites, with basic 
information on location, geodiversity value, access and site condition. 
Publish on website. By end 2010 

3. Identify further sites including geomorphological and building stone sites 
and maintain list of potential sites in Edinburgh. Designate further sites 
as appropriate. By end 2015 

4. Publish overview leaflet / poster detailing all sites. By end 2015

GD02 Promote the value of Local 
Geodiversity Sites and 
engage with partners in 
their protection.

LABRIGS Committee, CEC 
Built and Natural Heritage

1. Publicise sites to partners – e.g. within CEC, nature conservation groups, 
local groups with an interest in geology, local communities.  By end 2010 

2. Ensure sites are included in Local Plans and that there is specific mention 
of the need to protect Local Geodiversity in Local Plans and other 
policies.  To 2015 

3. Publish regular newsletter to keep partners informed.  To 2015

GD03 Monitor condition of Local 
Geodiversity Sites.

LABRIGS Committee, 
LABRIGS volunteer group

1. Use UKRIGS site monitoring form to record all site visits and note issues 
with access, vandalism, vegetation etc.  By end 2010 

2. Collate record of site monitoring visits, notify concerns to CEC and 
landowners.  To 2015 

3. Establish a programme to review all existing LGS.  To 2015

For example Holyrood Park is 
sited on and around the Arthur’s 
Seat volcano and is composed 
of a range of different bedrocks 
and sedimentary rocks.  As a 
result acid, neutral and calcareous 
grasslands have all developed 
on the site depending on the 
underlying rock types.  

While Holyrood Park and Arthur’s 
Seat are exceptional examples of 
geodiversity, many other important 
geodiversity sites in Edinburgh are 
recognised as nationally or locally 
important, including: Castle Rock, 
Calton Hill, parts of the Firth of 
Forth, Agassiz Rock, Corstorphine 
Hill, Torphin Quarry and many 
more.

linked to underlying geological linked to underlying geological 
features.  The term ‘geodiversity’, or features.  The term ‘geodiversity’, or 
geological diversity, encompasses geological diversity, encompasses 

Seat volcano and is composed Seat volcano and is composed 
of a range of different bedrocks of a range of different bedrocks 
and sedimentary rocks.  As a and sedimentary rocks.  As a 

For example Holyrood Park is For example Holyrood Park is 
sited on and around the Arthur’s sited on and around the Arthur’s 
Seat volcano and is composed Seat volcano and is composed 
of a range of different bedrocks of a range of different bedrocks 

landforms and processes; all of landforms and processes; all of 
which are the foundation for which are the foundation for 
habitats, niches, and ultimately habitats, niches, and ultimately 

While Holyrood Park and Arthur’s While Holyrood Park and Arthur’s For example Holyrood Park is For example Holyrood Park is 
sited on and around the Arthur’s sited on and around the Arthur’s 
Seat volcano and is composed Seat volcano and is composed 
of a range of different bedrocks of a range of different bedrocks 

The objectives of the Geodiversity Action Plan are to:The objectives of the Geodiversity Action Plan are to:

PProtect important geological and geomorphological sites and landforms;rotect important geological and geomorphological sites and landforms;

2.2. RRaise awareness of geodiversity in Edinburgh, including its importance to biodiversity.aise awareness of geodiversity in Edinburgh, including its importance to biodiversity.

Funded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded actiFunded acti

The following list of actions will be carried out by Partnership organisations during the lifetime of this Plan, and The following list of actions will be carried out by Partnership organisations during the lifetime of this Plan, and 

and sedimentary rocks.  As a and sedimentary rocks.  As a 
result acid, neutral and calcareous result acid, neutral and calcareous 
grasslands have all developed grasslands have all developed 
on the site depending on the on the site depending on the 
underlying rock types.  underlying rock types.  

progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who?Action Action description Who?

GD01 Identify and designate Local GD01 Identify and designate Local 
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Action Action description Who? Targets

GD04 Promote use of Local 
Geodiversity Sites for 
education and raise 
public awareness of local 
geodiversity

LABRIGS Committee, 
LABRIGS volunteer group, 
Scottish Earth Science 
Education Forum

1. Collaborate with partners including Scottish Earth Science Education 
Forum, CEC Countryside Ranger Service, local schools, etc to encourage 
use of local sites for formal and informal education.  By end 2010 

2. Attend local environment fairs and events. To 2015 
3. Maintain range of leaflets and posters for the general public, supply to 

distribution network.  By end 2010 
4. Play lead role in developing resources (teachers’ guides, etc) and offering 

training to promote wide use of sites by all educational sectors. To 2015 
5. Evaluate effectiveness of existing leaflets and develop further leaflets 

and web resources etc.  To 2015

GD05 Develop skills and resources 
to support the work of 
LABRIGS

LABRIGS Committee, 
LABRIGS volunteer group

1. Continue to promote the work of LABRIGS to attract new volunteers.  To 
2015  

2. Liaise with other RIGS Groups in Scotland to arrange regional meetings 
including training.  To 2015

Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

unFunded prOjects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

Project Action Organisations

LABRIGS Project Officer Seek funding for a Project Officer to support and extend the work of 
LABRIGS, perhaps in collaboration with other groups.

LABRIGS Committee
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Invasive non-native 
species
Invasive non-native species are widely recognised as a significant threat 
to global biodiversity.  Species introduced outside of their natural range 
can have a devastating impact on native biodiversity, for example via 
competition or predation.  

In Edinburgh, control of invasive species has mainly focused on giant 
hogweed, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam.  Treatment has 
mainly been on land owned by the City of Edinburgh Council, or carried 
out as part of preparations for the flood prevention schemes on the Water 
of Leith or Braid burn.  Millennium funding was secured for treatment 
of the Water of Leith corridor, which was carried out over a three year 
period.  A recent catchment-wide project on the Broxburn (a tributary of 
the River Almond) treated invasive species on the riverbanks.  Some work 
has been carried out by volunteers on the Water of Leith and Hermitage of 
Braid to pull out Himalayan balsam by hand.  The Environmental Health 
department in CEC have records of some species on private and public 
land and are responsible for notifying landowners of the presence of certain 
species.

While a lot of work is ongoing, there is no co-ordinated framework for 
action at present in the city.  A recent attempt by Scottish Natural Heritage 
to co-ordinate (and ultimately fund) a strategic approach to invasive 
species has now been dropped due to the changes in funding for local 
authorities.  There are problem 
areas and known sites, particularly 
for giant hogweed, which are 
presently untreated due a lack of 
both resources and enforceable 
powers on private land.  While 
continuing the present reactive 
approach will control localised 
sites and continue to respond to 
the main health risks posed by 
giant hogweed on public land, it 
does not provide a comprehensive 
framework for the city as a 
whole.  During the life of this 
plan, the Edinburgh Biodiversity 
Partnership will seek to develop 
such a framework.

Himalayan balsam
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Objectives

The objectives of the Invasive non-native species Action Plan are to:

• Undertake control work where required;

• Raise awareness of invasive species and their impact on biodiversity.

Funded actiOns

The following list of actions will be carried out by Partnership organisations during the lifetime of this Plan, and 
progress will be recorded in the Biodiversity Action Reporting System:

Action Action description Who?

ISO 1 Continue survey and treatment of giant hogweed, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan 
balsam in association with flood prevention schemes on Water of Leith and Braid burn.

CEC Structures and Flooding

ISO 2 Review the control of invasive plants on Council land as part of the review of pesticide 
use.

CEC Parks and Greenspace

ISO 3 Control some invasive plant species on Countryside Ranger-managed sites using 
volunteers.

CEC CRS

ISO 4 Produce a comprehensive map of the three target invasive plant species across 
Edinburgh.

CEC Built & Natural Heritage, CEC CRS, 
CEC Parks and Greenspace

ISO 5 Seek advice on potential conflicts between the treatment of invasive species and 
protected species – e.g. riparian habitats and otters.

CEC Built & Natural Heritage

ISO 6 Continue to record giant hogweed reports and notify landowners as required. CEC Environmental Health.
Lead partners for each action are shown in bold.

Other site or habitat specific work on invasive species control is listed in the individual Habitat Action Plans.

unFunded prOjects

At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
implementation is dependent upon funding becoming available.

Action Who?

Develop a co-ordinated approach to invasive plant species 
management regardless of land ownership.

CEC 

As part of site management planning, incorporate restoration plans for 
areas which are to undergo treatment for invasive species control.

CEC, Other landowners

issues FOr Further cOnsideratiOn by the ebp

The main additional issues to be considered by the EBP are:

• Whether there are any other invasive species which should be targeted – terrestrial or aquatic;

• Long-term funding or commitment required – enabling; training for private landowners;

• Monitoring changes to legislation e.g. the proposed Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill.

This work will be taken forward through the Steering Group and relevant Habitat Groups.

The objectives of the Invasive non-native species Action Plan are to:The objectives of the Invasive non-native species Action Plan are to:The objectives of the Invasive non-native species Action Plan are to:
ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

Develop a co-ordinated approach to invasive plant species Develop a co-ordinated approach to invasive plant species 

As part of site management planning, incorporate restoration plans for As part of site management planning, incorporate restoration plans for 
areas which are to undergo treatment for invasive species control.areas which are to undergo treatment for invasive species control.

CEC, Other landownersCEC, Other landowners
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At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their At the time of writing the following projects have not yet secured resources necessary for delivery.  Their 
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This work will be taken forward through the Steering Group and relevant Habitat Groups.This work will be taken forward through the Steering Group and relevant Habitat Groups.
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particularly the members of the Steering Group, Habitat Groups and Raising Awareness Group.

This LBAP has been coordinated and written by Caroline Peacock and Malcolm Fraser, Biodiversity Officers 
for City of Edinburgh Council.  Please direct comments or queries to: biodiversity@edinburgh.gov.uk

edinburgh biodiversity PArtnershiP contActs

See www.edinburgh.gov.uk/biodiversity for a full list of contact details for organisations with 
volunteering opportunities.

Organisation Person Steering Group member Volunteering opportunities

Botanical Society of the British Isles Douglas McKean Y Y
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British Trust for Conservation Volunteers Chris Peach Y Y

British Waterways Olivia Lassiere

Butterfly Conservation Paul Kirkland Y
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George Bell

City of Edinburgh Council, Built & Natural 
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Julie Dewar (EBP Chair)
Caroline Peacock
Malcolm Fraser

Y
Y
Y

City of Edinburgh Council, Children & 
Families

Philippa McDonald Y

City of Edinburgh Council, Parks & 
Greenspace Service

David Jamieson 
Karen Reeves
Steven Webley

Y

City of Edinburgh Council, Park Ranger 
Service

Iwan Thomas Y Y

City of Edinburgh Countryside Ranger 
Service

Jenny Hargreaves 
Stacy Schumacher Y

City of Edinburgh Council, Sustainable 
Development Unit

James Garry Y

Edinburgh and Lothians Badger Group Tricia Alderson Y

Edinburgh and Lothians Forest Habitat 
Network Partnership

Ian Whitehead

Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust Charlie Cumming
Esperanza Martin

Y

Edinburgh Natural History Society Eunice Smith Y Y

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland 
(Edinburgh Zoo)

Rob Thomas

The Farm Environment Ltd Tony Seymour Y

Fisheries Research Services – Freshwater 
Laboratory

Ross Gardiner

Forestry Commission Scotland Tom Hobbs Y
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Forth Estuary Forum Chris Cutts

Four Winds Inspiration Centre Carole Fraser Y

Gorgie City Farm Helen Pank 
Tracy Cudworth

Y

Green Team Penny Radwell Y

Historic Scotland Ranger Service Natalie Taylor 
Stuart Rivers

Y
Y

Y

Lothian Amphibian and Reptile Group Peter Leach Y

Lothian Bat Group Stuart Smith Y

The Wildlife Information Centre Alastair Sommerville 
Bob Saville

Y

Midlothian Biodiversity Partnership Graeme Wilson

MoD Defences Estates David West

NHS Lothian Antonia Ineson Y

Napier University Kathy Velander 
Jamie Pearson

Network Rail Katy Littler

New Caledonian Woodlands Andy Ross

Pentland Hills Ranger Service Susan Falconer 
Nigel Franklin

Y
Y

Y

Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh Heather McHaffie 
Max Coleman
Greg Kenicer

Y

Royal Society for Protection of Birds Mike Fraser 
Angela Newton
Terri Cunningham

Y Y

Scottish Agricultural College Scott Murray Y

Scottish Environment Protection Agency Sally Donaldson Y

Scottish Golf Environment Group Lynn Jopling

Scottish Natural Heritage Carolyn Clark 
Karen Morrison
Susan Sweetman

Y

Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Andrew Sandeman Y

Scottish Water Doreen Bell Y

Scottish Wildlife Trust Julian Warman Y Y

Scottish Wildlife Trust Lothians Members 
Centre

Tim Duffy 
Colin McLean

Y Y

Water of Leith Conservation Trust Helen Brown Y Y

West Craigie Farm John Sinclair

Woodland Trust Scotland Tim Hall     
Alan Mitchell

Y

Scott MurrayScott Murray

Scottish Environment Protection Agency Sally DonaldsonScottish Environment Protection Agency Sally Donaldson

Andrew SandemanAndrew Sandeman

YY

Julian WarmanJulian Warman YY

Tim Duffy Tim Duffy 
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list of AbbreviAtions

MOD 
Defence 
Estates

Ministry of Defence - Defence Estates

NHS 
Lothian

National Health Service Lothian

NR Network Rail

PHRP Pentland Hills Regional Park

PHRS Pentland Hills Ranger Service

RBGE Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

RBMP River Basin Management Plan

RIGS Regionally Important Geological Sites

RPAC Rural Priorities Assessment Committee

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

SAC Scottish Agricultural College

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SAP Species Action Plan

SBF Scottish Biodiversity Forum

SBL Scottish Biodiversity List

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency

SGEG Scottish Golf Environment Group

SNH Scottish Natural Heritage

SOC Scottish Ornithologists’ Club

SPA Special Protection Area

SRDP Scottish Rural Development Programme

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

SUDS Sustainable Urban Drainage System

SWT Scottish Wildlife Trust

TPO Tree Preservation Order

TWIC The Wildlife Information Centre

UKBAP UK Biodiversity Action Plan

WFD Water Framework Directive

WIAT Woodlands In and Around Towns

WOLCT Water of Leith Conservation Trust

WTS Woodland Trust Scotland

WWT Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust

AWI Ancient Woodland Inventory

BAA British Airports Authority

BC Butterfly Conservation

BSBI Botanical Society of the British Isles

BTCV British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

BTO British Trust for Ornithology

BW British Waterways

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity

CEC City of Edinburgh Council

CEC CD City of Edinburgh Council City Development

CEC CRS City of Edinburgh Council Countryside Ranger Service

CEC SFC City of Edinburgh Council Services for Communities

EBP Edinburgh Biodiversity Partnership

ELBAP Edinburgh Local Biodiversity Action Plan

ELBG Edinburgh and Lothian Badger Group

ELFHNP Edinburgh and Lothians Forest Habitat Network 
Partnership

ELGT Edinburgh and Lothian Greenspace Trust

EMS Environmental Management System

ENHS Edinburgh Natural History Society

FCS Forestry Commission Scotland

FEF Forth Estuary Forum

FEL Farm Environment Ltd

GAAS Grounds for Awareness Awards Scheme

HAP Habitat Action Plan

HS Historic Scotland

HSRS Historic Scotland Ranger Service

LABRIGS Lothian and Borders Regionally Important Geological 
Sites group

LARG Lothian Amphibian and Reptiles Group

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LBG Lothian Bat Group

LBP Local Biodiversity Partnership

LBS Local Biodiversity Site

LCV Lothian Conservation Volunteers

LGS Local Geodiversity Site

LNCS Local Nature Conservation Sites

LNR Local Nature Reserve
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